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Ukraine tightens 
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Lazarenko 
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NATO completes 
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Ukraine signs Charter with NATO 


нан пр 


(RFE/RL/JF Monitor)—NATO 
lyaders and Ukrainian President 
(логій Kuchma signed a charter in 
\adrid setting out a “special part- 
narship” between the alliance and 
the former Soviet republic, July 9. 

The charter, a five-page document 
(the full text of which appears on 
Page 11), calls for consultation and 
co-operation between NATO and 
Ukraine. It is similar to the one 
signed between the alliance and 
Russia in May. 

The cooperation between Ukraine 
and NATO will include regular po- 


litical meetings, as well as military 
activities conducted through the 


Partnership for Peace program. 
The charter envisages consulta- 


tions between Ukraine and NATO 
on political and security issues, con- 
flict prevention, the control of arms 
exports and transfers of space tech- 
nologies, and nonproliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. 
Ukraine obligates itself to continue 
military reforms and to strengthen 
civilian democratic control of the 
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armed forces. 

Under the charter, “the NATO al- 
lies will continue to support 
Ukraine’s independence and sover- 
eignty, its territorial integrity and the 
inviolability of its borders;” and they 
recall the commitments of the 
nuclear powers (undertaken in 1994 
in the context of Ukraine’s renun- 
ciation of nuclear weapons) to 
Ukraine's independence, integrity 
and security. 

The document provides for 
NATO-Ukraine consultations to be 
held periodically within the frame- 
work of the North Atlantic Council, 
NATO Committees, military part- 
nership mechanisms, and bilateral 
meetings among top military lead- 
ers of NATO countries and their 
Ukrainian counterparts. A Ukrainian 
military liaison mission will be 
added to Ukraine’s political mission 
to NATO, while the alliance “re- 
serves the right” to open a military 
liaison mission in Kyiv. The sides 
will create a joint commission which 
will meet at least twice a year to re- 
view the progress of relations and 
work out proposals for their further 
development. In addition, NATO 
and Ukraine will create a “crisis 
consultation mechanism,” to be ac- 
tivated when Ukraine considers a 
direct threat has arisen to its secu- 
rity, territorial integrity, or political 
independence. 

Kuchma, speaking at the signing 
ceremony, said Ukraine now has a 
chance to take an active role with 
its partners in the construction of a 
secure future for Europe and the 


‘ whole world. 


He said Ukraine “obtained what 
it wanted” and that he discussed the 
content of the agreement with Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin and 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. He also said the 
agreement was “modeled” on the 
Russia -NATO Founding Act, 
signed in May. Kuchma said that he 
did not expect any disagreement 
with Russia over the issue of rela- 
tions between Ukraine and NATO, 
In his view, the agreement corre- 
sponds to the national interests of 
both Ukraine and Russia. 

Kuchma observed that Ukraine's 
internal democratization and the 
development of its cooperation with 
NATO are parallel processes, and 
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"Freedom" reigns in Vegreville 


Over 7,000 attended this year's Pysanka Festival in Vegreville, July 4-6, for three days of Ukrainian song, 
dance, culture and food. Pictured above: Edmonton's "Volya" (which in Ukrainian means "freedom") perform 


at the Grandstand Show. For more, see Page 8. 


((RFE/RL/JF Monitor)—The Ukrainian Parlia- 
ment confirmed Valery Pustovoytenko as the 
country’s new Prime Minister, July 16. 

Deputies approved Pustovoytenko’s nomination by 
226 to 91 votes. 

The 50-year old minister without portfolio, respon- 
sible for the administrative affairs of the cabinet of 
ministers, was nominated by President Leonid 
Kuchma, whose presidential election campaign he 
organized in 1994. He also served as mayor of 
Donetsk in 1991-93. 

Pustovoytenko replaces Pavlo Lazarenko, who 
resigned at the beginning of this month, citing health 
reasons. 

Before the parliamentary session Pustovoytenko 
said that once coinfirmed in office, the country would 
go on with radical economic reforms. 

Speaking with Interfax the previous day, 
Pustovoytenko said the new Prime Minister must be 
able to ensure political agreement between the gov- 
ernment and parliament. 

“Without agreement with the parliament, laws can- 
not be passed and economic problems cannot be 
solved,” he said. 

He also said that if he becomes the Prime Minis- 
ter, he “will have to organize the drafting of tax laws 
in a way that will allow us to shape a 1998 budget to 
the benefit of the people, the state, and the entrepre- 


Rada approves Pustovoyienko аз РМ 


neurs.”” 

Kuchma, praising the result of the vote, later told 
reporters that parliament would be more involved in 
the formation of the new government. Kuchma how- 
ever declined to say what changes he intended to 
make in the cabinet. 

Pustovoytenko is a member of the top leadership 
body of the pro-presidential Popular Democratic 
Party. His nomination as candidate for the post of 
prime minister follows Kuchma’s decision last month 
to remove Pavlo Lazarenko, whose forced resigna- 
tion took effect on July 2. 

Kuchma, Pustovoytenko, and Lazarenko all have 
their political roots in the so-called Dnipropetrovsk 
clan. However, as the conflict between Kuchma and 
Lazarenko suggests, that one-time grouping has 
splintered into subgroups with divergent interests. 

Kuchma has for some time been engaged in an 
effort to broaden his political base by reaching out 
to other regions. The Popular-Democratic Party is a 
case in point. It is headed de facto by Presidential 
Administration chief Yevhen Kushnaryov, whose 
power base is in Kharkiv and in several other indus- 
trial cities. 

Pustovoytenko’s identification with that party, de- 
Spite being himself a Dnipropetrovets, also reflects 
realignments in the pro-presidential camp and the 
effort to broaden its political base. 
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Юлія Войчишин 

Від 15-го до 22-го червня в 
Оттаві відбувалася 28-ма три- 
річна пленарна конференція 
Міжнародної Ради Жінок. В 
свойому вітальному слові, По- 
чесний президент, Її Ексцеленція 
пані Діяна Фовлер ЛеБланк, 
дружина губернатора Канади, 
відзначила, що Рада об'єднуючи 
жінок з 78-ми країн світу, різних 
національностей, рас, віровиз- 
нань i культур is the voice for 
the concerns of women through- 
out the world. Темою цієї кон- 
ференції було «Стратегії на тре- 
Te тисячоліття», яке, за словами 
президента організації, пані 
Кураїсін Сумгаді з Їндонезії, 
передбачується “as the Century 
of Women’. 

250 делегатів-учасників вось- 
миденної конференції провірили 
трирічну діяльність управи, пос- 
тійних комітетів та представ- 
ництв до Об'єднаних Націй в 
Нью-Йорку i в Швайцарії, ви- 
слухали ряд докладів на акту- 
альні теми, прийняли резолюції 
та вибрали новий провід. В 
розваговій частині програми 
були відкриття конференції в 
Confederation Hall канадського 
парляменту, круїз по Оттава 
річці, до Музею цивілізації де 
їх угощали при барбек'ю, прий- 
няття в Rideau Hall, резиденції 
губернатора Канади та бенкет 
в National Arts Centre. 

Господарями конференції був 
канадський філіял Міжнародної 
Ради Жінок, Канадська Націо- 
нальна Жіноча Рада з її головою 
Вин Витфілд з Лондону в 
Онтаріо. Активною членкинею 
i головою цієї організації, як і 
Міжнародної Ради Жінок була 
сл. п. пані Галина Гнатишин, 
колись дружина канадського 


Соціяльна Рада) в ООН. 


Канцелярія Світової Федерації Українських 
Жіночих Організацій дістала повідомлення від 
ЮНІСЕФ (NGO Section, UNICEF, UN, New 
York), що СФУЖО прийняли в члени тої 
престижевої організації, себто СЖУЖО дістало 
консультативний статус з ЮНІСЕФ. Привілей 
цей можна дістати тільки тоді, коли дана 
НДЖО організація (установа має консуль- 


тативний статус в ЕКОСОК (Економічна і 


Головна квартира ЮНІСЕФ буде передавати 
до СФУЖО всі біжучі інформації, зарядження 
та рішення, як також представниці СФУЖО 
матимуть змогу брати участь у засіданнях 
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Представниця з України на 
Міжнародній Раді Жінок завдяки 
жертвенності канадської добродійки 


За столом сидять зліва: д-р Людмила Порохняк-Гановська, 
пані Орися Сушко, голова Союзу Українок Канади і пані Марія 
Драч, голова «Жіночої Громади», організації з Києва. 


сенатора i мати губернатора Ka— 
нади. Розуміючи потребу участи 
жінок України в міжнародному 
жіночому русі, у свойому запо- 
віті пані Галина залишила суму 
грошей, щоб оплатити приїзд 
на цю конференцію представйиці 
жіноцтва незалежної України. 
Першою з таких представниць, 
на цей раз, була пані Марія 
Драч з Києва, яку активно під- 
тримав Союз Українок Канади 
зі своєю головою пані Орисею 
Сушко. Пані Марія Драч є голо- 
вою однієї з найбільших жіночих 
організацій в Україні — «Жіно- 
чої Громади», яка йде слідами 
колишньої, ще на при кінці 19- 
го століття створеної організації, 
яка до 1923 року входила до 
Міжнародної Жіночої Ради. 
Мимо того, що пані Драч та 
дор Людмила Порохняк-Ганов- 
ська, що приїхала разом з нею, 
були тільки спостерігачами на 


СФУЖО дістало консультативний 
статус в ЮНІСЕФ 


Екзекутиви. 


Представниці СФУЖО братимуть участь у 
праці ЮНІСЕФ в Ню Йорку та Женеві. 

В Річних Нарадах Екзекутиви ЮНІСЕФ 
(Annual Executive Board Session) від 2 - 6 
червня в Ню Йорку вже взяли участь 
представниці СФУЖО: Оля Ставнича, Олена 
Процюк і Ірина Куровицька. Головною темою 


нарад була перевірка, що зроблене і як 
пргоресує праця після Світових Вершинних 
Нарад у справі дітей. 

В часі нарад Оля Ставнича мала ділову 
зустріч- з міністром сім'ї i молоді України 
Сюзанною Станік. 


цій конференції, їм вдалося 
подати рекомендацію, від імені 
Національної Ради Жінок Кана- 
ди, про підтримку дітей, що 
страждають від наслідків Чорно-- 
биля. При розгляді цієї рекомен-- 
дації з підтримкою виступила 
представниця Національного 
Конгресу Жінок США та пред- 
ставниця до OOH, пані Ірина 
Куровицька. Від України про 
трагедію чорнобильських дітей 


та як поправити їхню долю , 


розказала пані Людмила Topox= 
няк-Гановська, яка є доктором 
медичних наук та професором 
центру радіяційної медицини. Цю 
рекомендацію було прийнято 
одноголосно. Отже, дякуючи 
жертвенності пані Галини Гнати- 
шин та співпраці українок пред- 
ставниць різних країн, важлива 
справа жертв Чорнобиля знов 
була винесена на міжнародну 


арену. 


Cont. from Р. 1 


described the charter as “not a final, but a transitional 
step” in the development of Ukraine-NATO relations. 
He said that Ukraine considers itself an integral part of 
Europe and “is ready to take part in providing peace 
and stability to Central, Eastern, and Southeastern Eu- 
rope.” 

Kuchma also said the European security will be en- 
hanced by the enlargement of NATO to take in Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic as announced July 8. 

Commenting on Kuchma’s remark that “a lot of pages 
of Ukrainian history, including recent ones, have been 
written with blood and human tragedies,” British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair stated that the charter will ensure 
Ukraine against repetitions of such suffering. 

NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana said a new 
era is beginning in relations between NATO and 
Ukraine. He called the charter a visible symbol of a 
new Europe, no longer divided between East and West, 
4 but where East and West are partners. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton welcomed the charter, and 
said it will help to secure Ukraine in a new and undi- 


(Jamestown Foundation)—Moscow watched 
dourly as Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic 
were invited to join the Western alliance at its his- 
toric July 8-9 summit meeting in Madrid. 

In a further effort aimed at redrawing Europe's 
post-Cold War security map, NATO leaders also in- 
augurated a new council of nations — called the 
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council — comprised of 
current NATO members along with some 28 partner 
countries spanning North America, Europe, and the 
former Soviet Union, The Council, to have a perma- 


nent secretariat at NATO headquarters in Brussels, 
Will serve as a forum for political consultation and 


as a vehicle for joint military exercises. 

Kyiv also emerged a winner at the NATO event, 
as Ukrainian president Leonid Kuchma and NATO 
leaders on July 9 signed a broad political agreement 
between the two sides called the Charter of Distinc- 
live Partnership. The agreement envisages, among 
other things, political consultations between Ukraine 
and NATO on political and security issues, conflict 
prevention, control of arms exports, and nonprolif- 
eration of weapons of mass destruction. The charter 
was described by Kuchma as “not a final, but a tran- 
sitional step” in the development of Ukraine-NATO 
relations, and, indeed, consummation of the agree- 
ment appears to strengthen Ukraine’s ties to the West 
while concurrently moving Kyiv farther from 


й 
| 
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- (JF Monitor}—In the presence ої U.S. defense sec- 
retary William Cohen, the Cooperative Neighbor-97 
Joint exercise in Ukraine came to an end on July 11. 

Some 1,200 soldiers from the U.S., Greece, Ukraine, 
Moldova, Georgia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Ro- 
mania. and Macedonia participated in the 11-day exer- 
cise. 

lt was held at the Yavoriv testing grounds in Lviv 
Oblast within the framework of NATO’s Partnership 
for Peace program. 

The event, paid for mostly by the U.S., began on 
July 1 with staff exercises and continued with field 
exereises aimed at testing coordination among national 


NATO summit: Chagrin in 
Moscow, triumph for Kyiv 
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Ukraine signs NATO Charter 


vided Europe. 

He added that the signing of the charter responds to 
“Ukraine's aspirations to freedom and democracy.” 
Clinton acknowledged “Kuchma’s courage in leading 
the country on the path to reform,” and said that “this 
is the most difficult thing of all because the voters may 
vote out the reformers.” 

Clinton also pledged that Washington would use its 
influence to ensure international financial support to 
Ukraine’s economic transition if Kuchma could ensure 
the enactment of reforms “within a year.” 

Ukrainian politicians remain divided over the 
country’s relationship with NATO, and Ukraine has not 
made any moves to apply for membership in the alli- 
ance. Solana, asked by a Ukrainian reporter when 
Ukraine might become a NATO member, replied that a 
precondition is for a country to want to join. 

On July 8 a newly-formed group of Ukrainian par- 
liamentarians protesting the country’s impending part- 
nership with NATO. Reports said a total of 187 depu- 
ties from various political parties have joined an anti- 
NATO movement called “Ukraine Outside of NATO” 

in the past few weeks. 


Russia’s orbit. 

The agreement also signified Western recognition 
of Ukraine’s troubled but ongoing efforts at democ- 
ratization. Despite its own recently signed political 
agreement with NATO and the fact that it too will sit 
on the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council, Moscow's 
reaction to the events in Madrid was predictably un- 
enthusiastic. Russia's political elite has long opposed 
both NATO's enlargement and the emergence of the 
alliance as the cornerstone of any future European 
security system, and Russian commentators tended 
to emphasize the tensions apparent among the leading 
NATO member states and the fact that several other 
NATO initiatives went unfulfilled at the summit be- 
cause of those differences. 

Although a Russian foreign ministry spokesman 
said that Moscow would continue to maintain 
friendly relations with Poland, Hungary, and the 
Czech Republic despite their newly-acquired status, 
he and other Russian leaders continued to make the 
argument that NATO enlargement will undermine 
rather than increase stability in Europe. As a pointed 
show of its displeasure over NATO's plans, Moscow 
sent only a low-level delegation to the meeting in 
Madrid 


NATO exercise completed at Yavoriv 


elements of a multinational peacekeeping force 

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksandr Kuzmuk 
stated after talks with Cohen that financial constraints 
preclude the transition of Ukrainian forces to NATO 
military standards in the foreseeable future. 

Cohen for his part remarked that Ukraine’s partici- 
pation in joint exercises represents the most promising 
avenue of cooperation with NATO. 

The maneuvers at Хауогім will be followed by a U.S.- 
Ukrainian special forces exercise near Uzhorod later 
this month, then the NATO-sponsored Sea Breeze-97 
naval exercise scheduled for August in Crimea, and fi- 
nally a British-Polish-Ukrainian paratroop exercise near 
Mikolayiv in September. 
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Petro Jacyk Educational Foundation, 


rial in this paper cannot be reproduced in any shape or form without writ- 
ten permission from the publisher. The opinions expressed in the articles 
do not necessarily reflect those of the proprietor, publisher, or editorial 
board. 


Відкрито пам'ятник Ярославу Мудрому 


Анжела Афоніна 

(ДІНАУ- Укрінформ) Найвищого розквіту мо- 
гутності досягла Київська Русь під час князювання 
Ярослава Мудрого. Тому символічним стало 
урочисте відкриття на площі біля Золотих Воріт 
пам'ятника цьому видатному політичному діячеві. 

«Ця подія є даниною історії і водначас 
прикметою сьогодення незалежної України», 
сказав під час відкриття пам'ятника Президент 
України Леонід Кучма. «Услід за всіма 
поколіннями народів України ми віддаємо належне 
і складаємо шану політичній далекоглядності 


1260 Eglinton Avenue East, Mississauga, Ont. LAW 1K8, 
tel: (905) 238-0467; Гах: 625-8445, 


Kuchma proposes economic reform council 


eee RL)}—President Leonid Kuchma on July9 pro- || Kuchma’s proposed that the council include repre- 
SCC P) 2 |і 2 Й 5 

rae el ab a presidential council to make | sentatives of both the presidency and the parliament. 

The favtia decisions, Ukrainian Radioreported. || je also reiterated his suggestion to delay parliamen- 

unci i іє 4 і ; 

year’s ph el ree то зкргоме this tary elections by one year in order to give the current 

State budget. Kuchma outlined his proposal in a б ; = ие 
legislature more time to approve economic reforms. 


letter to the : 
parliament. зі й : 
The Proposal comes after a six-month delay by the In Kuchma’s view, holding the next parliamentary 
ballot at about the same time as the presidential elec- 


legislature in approvin i 
the 1997 budget. Ukrai Id є 
opts A tira в tions in 1999 would save the state money. Parliamen- 


lose up to 11553 billion in credits from the IMF be- 
Cause of the delays. tary elections are scheduled for March 1998. 


Ярослава Мудрого, що органічно поєднувалася 
з хистом полководця та просвітницькою місією 
на засадах високої духовності. Віднині пам'ятних 
Ярославу Мудрому стане ще одним свідченням 
нерозривності вітчизняної історії, спадкоємност! 
її процесів та досягнень», підкреслив глава 
держави. 

Автор ескіза монумента — визначний скульптор 
іван Кавалерідзе — мріяв про його встановлені? - 
все своє життя. Киянам він відомий, як авто? 
пам'ятника княгині Ольгі, що був встановлений 


у минулому році. 


г 


І would like more information about the permanent Name Fund. | 


Редактор: Марко Левицький 
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Мистецька підготовка: бана Гладкі 


Оголошення і розповсюд. ля Цибульська 


| І would like to make a donation to the Petro Jacyk Educational 
| Foundation in the sum of | 


Українські Вісті видає дво-тижнево Едмонтон Лайзергрефикс, Відділ 
Кенейдієн Криптикс Лтд. під контрактом із видавцями Українські 
Вісті Лтд. Річна передплата 530.00. Всі права застережені. Не 
можна репродукувати ніяких матеріялів без писаного дозволу видавця. 
Опінії висловлені в статтях не все відповідають опінії власника, 
видавця чи редакційної ради. 


зав Рееє 


Бл. п. ОЛЯ ЖУРБА 


18 січня 1962 р. - 10 липня 1997 р. 


Прибула до Канали 1991p. Залишила брата Миколу 
та сестру Марусю Горбатюк з родинами на Україні. В 
Канаді родину Олю й Івана Лісових. Стефу Базюк і 
Олю Боцюрків з родинами з Едмонтону. та Івана й 
Лесю Гайдук з Вініпегу. 

Панахида відбудеться в четвер 17 липня в 5:00 
год. по пол. а похорон в п'ятницю. 18-го липня в год. 
10:00 рано в Парк Меморіял, Bisa Її Пам'ять. 
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FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 


"The Chapel 
on the Boulevard" 


Other locations: 
Vegreville 
Mayerthorpe 
Smoky Lake 


Bob Greschuk 


General Manager 


9709 - 111th Ave. 
Edmonton, Alta 
(403) 426-0050 
(24 hours) 


Wildwood 
Lamont 


+ Prearranged Funeral Plans « Crematorium on location 

« Provincial, National and International Services 

+ Facilities also for Intimate Private or Infant or Memorial Services 
+ Monuments Available 


FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1941 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


Якщо ні, TO: 


Купіть їм передплату на 
Українські вісті» 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну | про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати | ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 
Доручаю передплату на 

будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


примірників. Вишліть, 


Мате: _ 


Address 


City Prov. 


Це дарунок від: 


ціни: 


В Канаді: 
1 рік (24 примірники): 930.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 LLIN $55.00 (Кан.) 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST"}) 
Поза Канадою: 
- Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: 
Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 


Наша адреса: 
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(Радіо Люкс)- Верховна Рада, 10 липня, не 
змогла набрати 300 голосів для подолання 
вето президента на закон про Кабінет міністрів 
і проголосувала за прийняття варіянту, що 
враховує ряд зауважень Леоніда Кучми. 

У ході дворазового голосування за подолання 
вето проголосували 285 і 286 із 351 депутатів, 
присутніх в залі. Після цього ряд депутатів, 


Парлямент прийняв закон про уряд 


зокрема Петро Шейко, запропонували вважати 
закон прийнятим в новій редакції, оскільки 
ряд пропозицій президента були враховані. 
Голова Верховної Ради Олександр Мороз 
поставив закон на голосування в третій раз, i 
документ підтримали 278, проти були 27 із 
353 депутатів. Таким чином, закон вважається 
прийнятим у новій редакції. 


Голодування прогресивних соціялістів 


(Радіо Люкс)--7 липня 60 членів прогресивної 
соціялістичної партії України з 12-ти регіонів 
країни почали голодування біля Верховної Ради. 

«Люди, які беруть участь в акції, хочуть 
зосередити суспільну свідомість на ключовому 
питанні — зміни системи влади», — повідомила 
в інтерв'ю агенству «Інтерфакс- Україна» глава 
партії Наталя Вітренко. 


Учасники голодування вимагають нових виборів 
в парлямент, який «змінить курс реформ під 
новий уряд - уряд реформ». 

Н. Вітренко зазначила, що партія наполягає 
на перевиборах президента в листопаді 
нинішншього року, хоча президентські вибори 
запляновані на жовтень 1999 року. 


Підносити престиж українського мистецтва 


Євген Парійський 

(ДІНАУ-Укрінформ)--Про сучасний стан і 
проблеми українського мистецтва говорилося на 
зустрічі міністра культури і мистецтв України 
Дмитра Остапенка з лауреатами престижних 
міжнаролних і національних конкурсів 

Підсумовуючи здобутки мистецького сезону в 
Україні, міністр зазначив, колективи й навчальні 
заклади завершують його з непоганим творчим 
доробком. За роки незалежности України 
активізувалися акції, в яких брала участь творча 
молодь. Цьому активно сприяє й програма «Діти 
України», якою опікується дружина Президента 
держави. З'явилися нові конкурси професійного 
та аматорського виконавського мистецтва. 
Широкого розвинулася й виставкова діяльність. 
Будинок художника, «Український дім», музеї 
відкрили широкий доступ громадськості до 
мистецьких цінностей, ДО здобутків нашої духовної 
спадщини, Митці мають можливість висловити 
свою думку, свій стиль, показати свій талант. 

Останнім часом, відзначив міністр, 
стабілізувалася ситуація з виплатою у навчальних 
закладах та мистецьких колективах заробітної 
плати. Роботі галузі сприятимуть нещодавно 
прийняті Кабінетом Міністрів України постанови, 
серед яких така, що визначає концептуальні 
напрями діяльності виконавчих органів влади по 


Терміни ратифікації 
російсько-українського 
договору 


(Радіо Люкс)- Парляменти України i Росії 
можуть одночасно ратифікувати широкомасєштаб- 
ний договір про дружбу і співробітництво між 
двома країнами у вересні цього року. 

Про це заявив голова Верховної Ради України 
Олександр Мороз. 

«Попередньої домовленості щодо цього 
досягнуто під час зустрічі у Варшаві зі спікером 
Держдуми Росії Геннадієм Селезневим. 

Розмова між главами парляментів двох країн 
відбулась у Варшаві в рамках шостої щорічної 
сесії Парляментської Асамблеї ОБСЄ. 


Перепрошення 
Непердбачені проблеми з 


електричною пересилкою 
Через непередбачені обставини із 
електричною пересилкою другої 
матерялів від нашого 


половини 
Київського б'юра, «Українські вісті» 
не одержали вчасно до випуску цього 
примірника. З тієї причини ми маємо 
менше українсько-мовного матерялу 
ніж переважно, Редакція «Українських 
вістей» перепрошує своїх читачів і 


розвитку української культури. Ще один документ 
регламентує впровадження контрактної форми 
трудових відносин театрально-видовищних і 
концертних закладів. Міністерство також 
підготувало положення, яке визначає порядок 
надання статусу «міжнародний» конкурсам, які 
проводяться в державі. - 


Стихійне лихо в 
Дніпропетровську 


(Посольство України в Канаді)- -6 червня 
1997 року у м. Дніпропетровську внаслідок 
зсуву зруйновано багатоповерховий будинок, 
дитячий садок, середню школу. Кілька інших 
будинків зазнали значних втрат і не 
підлягають заселенню. Більше 2,5, THE. , 
мешканців залишилось житла. Вони 
потребують негайної фінансової допомоги. 
продуктів харчування, одежі. 

У зв'язку із зазначеним, виконком міської 
Ради вирішив звернутись до світової спільноти 
за допомогою для ліквідації наслідків стихії. 

Банківський рахунок для пожертв: Bank- 
ers Trust Company, New York, Swift: BKT 
RUS 33, ace 04094040 


6e3 


Ukraine to join 
InterSatellite 


(InfoBank)—Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers o! 
Ukraine has decided to support the proposal put for- 
ward by the National Space Agency of Ukraine to join 
the agreement for the creation of the International sys- 
tem and organization of space communication, 
InterSatellite. 

The state-run company UkrKosmos (Ukrainian 
Space) has been appointed Ukrainian executor of op- 
eration agreements in InterSatellite as well as in the 
International organization of communication Уї/ 
IntelSat and EuTelSat satellites. 

The Government has ruled that the lease of resources 
of satellite communication and broadcasting systems 
will be carried out by operators and individual users 
via the state-run company UkrKosmos. The Nations! 
Space Agency of Ukraine is to pay membership fees 10 
international organizations, IntelSat, InterSatellite and 
EuTelSat, for 1997 and also analyze measures to be 
taken in order to introduce satellite telecommunication 
technologies into Ukraine. 


Kuchma confident of 


Russia treaty ratification 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma told journalists 
in Kyiv on 7 July that there will be problems with the 
ratification of the Ukrainian-Russian basic treaty in tle 
Ukrainian parliament. Kuchma said there are mam) 
forces in the parliament that will be seeking to “scor® 
points” over the issue. He noted that the treaty betwee" 
the two countries, signed by Kuchma and Russian Рез!" 
dent Boris Yeltsin at the end of May, would have bee? 
criticized both in Russia and Ukraine regardless of 13 
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Dnipropetrovsk deputy governor 


fired over new UESC scandal 


Inquiry charges that company linked with Lazarenko 
illegally sold cars donated as humanitarian aid 


(InfoBank/UkrNews)—President Leonid Kuchma 
has fired the first deputy governor of Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast in yet another scandal involving a company that 
has been linked with former Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko. 

July 3 — one day after Lazarenko’s resignation — 
Kuchma signed a decree removing Eduard Dubinin 
from office for abuse of power. 

According to the President’s decree, Dubinin was 
implicated in the illegal transactions of United Energy 
Systems Corporation, involving the sale of German 
vehicles handed over to Ukraine by the German De- 
fense Ministry as part of a humanitarian aid program. 

An inquiry into UESC transactions showed that the 
corporation imported 1,285 vehicles, obtained as gov- 
ernment property from a German company, then con- 
verted them into company assets. 

The inquiry alleged that Dubinin authorized partial 
sales of the vehicles to allow the corporation to repay 
its debts, even though the UESC did not have a license 
for the sale of this equipment. 


(JF Monitor)—On July 9 the Ukrainian cabinet 
reprimanded Coal Minister Yuriy Rusantsov follow- 
ing an investigation of the allocation of budget funds 
in 1996 and early 1997. 

Serious errors were also found in the work of sev- 
eral other ministries, including that for social secu- 
rity. The cabinet needs to count every hryvnia: since 
the start of the year wage arrears have risen 25 per- 
cent and now stand at 4-7 billion hryvnia (C$3.6 bil- 


The 1997 budget, adopted by Ukraine’s parliament 
onyaly 4, envisages а deficit of 5.7 billion hryvnia, 
or 5.7 percent of GDP. Budget revenues are projected 
at 22.4 billion hryvnia and spending at 28.1 billion. 
The deficit will be covered by domestic bonds worth 
3.3 billion hryvnia and foreign bonds worth 2.4 bil- 
lion. 


Ukraine tightens budget belt 


| lion), and social tension 15 rising in eastern Ukraine. 


Neither was sales revenue paid into the national bud- 
get, nor the required tax. Instead, the UESC transferred 
DM 500,000 to the German Desna Technology Trans- 
fer GmbH. 

The decision to allow the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 
administration to participate in the implementation of 
the Ukrainian-German agreement was taken in Decem- 
ber, 1996 by then Prime Minister Lazarenko. 

The President ordered to that the findings of the in- 
quiry be submitted to the Prosecutor General's office 
to determine whether criminal charges should be filed. 

The New York Times has charged that Lazarenko 
gained about US$260 million through his unofficial 
connection with UESC, when it obtained a license to 
import gas from Russia at at low state-controlled price 
and sell it at а higher price in Ukraine. 

These charges were repeated in a Globe and Mail 
article which appeared June 12 — the day Lazarenko 
began his four-day visit to Canada. 

Lazarenko has denied these charges, both in a letter 
to The Times, and during his visit to Canada.. 


The largest item in the budget (at 5.5 billion 
hryvnia) is subsidies to industry and agriculture, 
which is stark testimony to the slow pace of reform 
in Ukraine. The second largest item is social secu- 
rity (2.2 billion), followed by law enforcement and 
national security (1.69 billion), defense (1.47 billion), 
education (1.5 billion), and health (650 million). The 
social security system (financed by a 6.5 percent 
payroll tax) is now technically an off-budget fund. 
This year no less than 2.5 billion will be spent on 
Chornobyl-related expenses — which helps explain 
why the Ukrainian government is still pressing for 
more foreign assistance in that area. Servicing 
Ukraine's foreign debt will cost 2.5 billion, and the 
domestic debt 900 million. In 1997 GDP is expected 
to reach 100 billion hryvnia: official data report that 
it fell 7.2 percent in the first five months of this year. 


Wage, pension debt up to 3.5 million hryvnia 


(InfoBank)—Ukraine owed UAH 3.5 billion (C$2.5 
billion) in salaries and pensions as of the beginning of 


> June. 


This figure marks an increase of UAH 1.1 billion 
over the beginning of the year said Finance Minister 
thor Mytyukov in а speech to Parliament, July 4 

According to the minister, the state’s debt to the 
workers of budget organizations and military service- 
men amounts to UAH 1.75 billion (UAH 154 million 
more than in January, 1997). The debts to pensioners 
amount to UAH 1.47 billion (UAH 347 million more 
‘han in January, 1997). 

Mytyukov explained that the delays in salaries are 
faused by a continuous setback in production in 


Ukraine. He pointed out that in January-May, 1997, 
the amount of gross domestic product was 7.4% lower 
and manufacturing of industrial products was 4.9% 
lower than in January-May, 1996. 

Such tendencies, added the minister, have led to the 
situation where the revenues of the consolidated bud- 
get for past five months of 1997 have been fulfilled 
only by 31.4%, As of June 1, 1997, companies and or- 
ganizations owed budgets of all levels UAH 2 billion. 
This figure is 53.8% higher than the amount of debt at 
the beginning of this year. 

“This amount of money alone would be enough to 
pay off debts to workers from budget organizations”, 
noted the Minister of Finance. 


Russia now against Ukrainian peacekeepers 


_ OF Monitor)—According to the main Tiraspol daily, 
Transdnister leaders are “negotiating intensely” with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s plenipotentiary rep- 
‘esenfative in the region, Yury Кагіоу, and with the Rus- 
мап ambassador to Moldova, Aleksandr Papkin, in an 
effort “to persuade them that the presence of Ukrai- 
тап peacekeeping troops would favorably influence 
the settlement of the [Transdnister] conflict.” 

But the Russian envoys reportedly “consider that the 
introduction of the Ukrainian contingent is unneces- 
sary.” July 2 in Tiraspol the commander of Russia’s 
Operational Group of Forces (the former 14th Army), 
Lt. Gen, Valery Yevnevich, spoke in a similar fashion 
ae he told a delegation of the European Parliament 

б he pposes the introduction of a Ukrainian peace- 
oe contingent. Yevnevich described the proposal 
Же Transdnister idea that we don’t accept” and “a 

“Mian attempt to score political gains.” He also 
ted that his troops are capable of controlling the situ- 
n by themselves and that “once Ukrainian peace- 

Ріпа troops are introduced, there will be nothing 


ali 


left for us to do here.” 

For its part, the Europarliament's delegation an- 
nounced in Chisinau that the European Union will seek 
a role in the negotiations toward a settlement of the 
Transdnister conflict and also in monitoring the over- 
due removal or destruction of the Russian troops’ ar- 
senal there. Delegation leader Erika Mann stated that 
Tiraspol’s idea of dividing Moldova into “two states 
under one roof” is dangerous and unacceptable. 

Yeltsin had accepted in principle the introduction of 
Ukrainian peacekeepers at his May 8 meeting in the 
Kremlin with the Presidents of Moldova and Ukraine, 
Petru Lucinschi and Leonid Kuchma, along with 
Transdnister leader Igor Smirnov. 

In late June, Kyiv was set to deploy a company-size 
unit and a group of military observers to the key 
Dubasari district. 

The withdrawal of Russia's consent indicates that 
Moscow still hopes to retain predominant influence in 
Transdnister. The unlawfully stationed Operational 
Group of Forces has no peacekeeping mandate. 
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(Featuring: 

+ Pancake Breakfast at 10:00 am 
Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts Fundraise 

+ Moleben' - Prayer Service at 10:30 am 


+ Memorial Prayer Service at the 
Legion Monument 


Ukrainian Day Stage Program at 2:00 pm 
+ Friends’ of the Ukrainian Village Bear aie) 
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The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village is located 25 minutes east of Edmonton on Highway 16. 
Call (403) 662-3640 for more information. 
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contents. He argued the chief task regarding curren! 
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Український політичний бомонд знову чухає 
потилиці, зважуючись на важливі рішення 


Чи годиться на посаду прем'єра Валерій Пустовогі- 
тенко? Чи варто продовжувати повноваження парля-- 
менту та місцевих виборних органів ще на один 
рік? Чи можна погоджуватися на одне tt друге заради 
ухвалення нового виборчого закону? Чи можливе укла-- 
дення «мирової» угоди між Президентом ї парлямен-- 
том? Визначитися 3 цих питань треба вже цього 
тижня. 


(КБУВ)--9 липня в парляменті було поширено звер- 
нення Президента Л. Кучми до народних депутатів 
України, яке враз розвіяло дрімотні настрої в сере- 
довищі політиків перед початком традиційної липнево-- 
серпневої відпускної пори. У цьому зверненні містилися 
пропозиції, які можуть мати надзвичайно важливе 
значення для подальшого розвитку подій в Україні. 
До того ж, визначатися щодо підтримки чи відхилення 
цих пропозицій слід негайно. 

Внесення цих пропозицій, безперечно, є продовжен- 
ням стратегічного пляну Президента по моделюванню 
розвитку подій за своїм сценарієм, здійснювати який 
Л. Кучма активно розпочав два тижні тому. Згадаймо, 
в своєму виступі на урочистих зборах з нагоди першої 
річниці Конституції він люто «вишмагав» парлямент, 
звинувативши його в усіх негараздах, а потім неспо- 
дівано висловився про готовність розглянути пропозиції 
про продовження повноважень цього ж таки поганого 
парляменту ще на один рік. Звичайно, за умови, що 
Верховна Рада, замість політичних інтриг, займеться 
активною законотворчою діяльністю. Заради цього 
Президент згоден укласти з Helo «угоду про прими- 
рення». 

Так от, перечекавши й проаналізувавши реакцію на 
ці пропозиції, Л. Кучма «перейшов у наступ». 

Велике Перемир'я, чи Великий Компроміс, на думку 
розробників цього звернення, потрібні для втілення в 
життя президентської програми антикризових дій, 
виголошеної Л. Кучмою на святкуванні річниці 
Конституції. Серед економічних капіталів у разі 
повернення IX B Україну, зменшення податкового тягаря 
майже вдвічі, а також мораторій на підвищення 
комунальних платежів і припинення відключень 
електрики та газу в помешканнях людей, які 
заборгували з оплатою. Для забезпечення таких заходів 
JI. Кучма пропонує парляменту підписати меморандум 
про спільність дій з Урядом (а то й з Президентом), 
ї заради цього продовжити термін повноважень 
нинішнього парляменту з чотирьох до п'яти років, 
відклавши вибори Верховної Ради та місцевих органів 
влади з 1998 на 1999 рік. На той же рік, коли мають 
відбутися президентські вибори. 

Їдея пролонгації повноважень Верховної Ради висло- 
вліовалася в різних варіяціях ще з весни так званими 
«незалежними» депутатами (які «не прив'язані» до 
партій і не зацікавлені в ухваленні нового закону про 


Віталій 
Шевченко 
a 
Народний 
Депутат 

України 


вибори на багатопартійній основі). Але вона запере- 
чувалася більшістю парляментських груп i фракцій 3 
оглядки на непопулярність такого рішення серед 
зубожілого населення. Тепер же Президент вклав цю 
ідею в красиву обгортку, розраховуючи зіграти і на 
чисто особистих, і на партійних розрахунках депутатів. 
У переговорах з противниками подібних компромісів 
члени президентської команди наголошують, що пакет 
майбутніх домовленостей обов'язково буде включено 
новий виборчий закон, забльокований прихильниками 
Президента в парляменті з числа членів групи «Кон- 
ституційний центр» та лідерів пропрезидентської Народ-- 
но-демократичної партії. Мовляв, ви хотіли цього за- 
кону, але не подужали «проштовхнути», а тепер будете 
мати його i отримаєте ще додатковий рік для налаш- 
тування ваших партій на результативну виборчу KaM— 
панію. Спокусливо? Комуністам i рухівцям як найбільш 
організованим партіям і найбільшим прихильникам 
політичної структуризації суспільства завдяки виборчій 
реформі (i водночас найрішучішим противникам 
усіляких пролонгацій) справді є над чим подумати, 
інакше нового виборчого закону вони можуть i не 
дочекатися. А безпартійні, грошовиті депутати (які 
знають, як купляти голоси зубожілих виборців) та 
невдахи, яким розраховувати на успіх на наступних 
виборах не доводиться, погодяться посидіти у Верховній 
Раді ще один рік. 

Президент затіяв цікаву гру, наслідки якої спрогнозу-- 
вати дуже важко. Поміркованих політиків-центристів, 
яким всілякі меркантильні торги не подобаються, може 


тішити хіба ось що: у разі реалізації президентського | 


пляну новий виборчий закон треба прийняти негайно 
(i вони вже матимуть довгоочікуваний результат), а 
продовжити повноваження Верховної Ради можна буде 
лише восени. Адже для цього необхідне внесення по- 
правки до Конституції, цього питання до порядку 
денного, у після канікул, у вересні, - голосування про 
зміни до Конституції про 5-річний (замість 4-річного) 
термін повноважень парляменту та органів місцевого 


самоврядування. 

Хто гарантує, що вимушена піраміда компромісів 
не розвалиться під тиском непередбачених обставин? 

Реалізація президентського задуму ускладнюється ще 
й тим, що предметом негласних торгів є й кандидатура 
новго Прем'єр-міністра. Звичайно, на цю посаду Л. 
Кучма пропонуватиме лише ту людину, яка задовольняє 
особисто його з оглядки на наступні президентські 
вибори. Таку кандидатуру вже запропоновано -- Валерій 
Пустовойтенко, теж дніпропетровець, який уже при- 
жився в Кабінеті Міністрів і знає про його закапелки 
абсолютно все. А водночас - висуванець Народно- 


демократичної партії, яка перед новими виборами може 


лишитися єдиною на боці нинішнього президента. 
Однак призначення В. Пустовойтенка є доволі 


проблематичним. На цьому тижні йдуть інтенсивні - 


переговори президентської команди з парляментськими 
угрупованнями. Якщо ж ця кандидатура провалиться 
— все летить шкереберть. Верховна Рада розходиться 
на канікули, вдруге розгортати призначення вже буде 
пізно, а що буде восени -- ніхто не знає. 

В цілому щодо президентської пропозиції слід визна- 
читися ще цього тижня, бо парляментська сесія має 
завершитися в п'ятницю. А ще ж треба «пропхати» 
новий виборчий закон і вговорити депутатів проголо- 
сувати за внесення до порядку денного осінньої сесії 
зміни до Конституції. Передбачаючи цей часовий цейт- 
нот, Л. Кучма запропонував продовжити роботу сесії 
ще на один тиждень, але багато депутатів уже придбали 
путівки в кримські санаторії і замовили квитки... 

Отже, літнє похолодання з дощами JI, Кучма компен- 
сував підвищенням політичної температури. Що з цього 
вийде — можливо, з'ясується в найближчі дні. Але 
навіть у випадку провалу президентського пляну Л. 
Кучма може мати із своїх ініціятив безперечні вигоди. 
Йому неважко буде нейтралізувати Верховну Раду, 
що становить для нього найбільшу загрозу перед 
президентськими виборами, змусивши депутатів думати 
про власні вигоди. Якщо ж його плян буде підтриманий, 
нинішні депутати скомпрометують себе в очах виборців. 
До того ж, проведення виборів усіх органів влади в 
один рік з президентськими виборами дозволить Л. 
Кучмі корегувати політичні тенденції та розпорошувати 


сили суперників. Зрештою, 3a JI. Кучмою зберігати- | 


меться навіть люфт для малоймовірного, але можливого 
варіянту -- в останній момент відмовитися від своєї 
ідеї пролонгації повноважень Верховної Ради під будь- 
яким надуманим приводом, i тоді його рейтинг у 
вічному змаганні з парляментом виросте. Люди не 
вибачають тим, хто спокусився на торги в своїх 
інтересах. 

Коли ви читаєте це число «Українських вістей», в 
кулуарах Верховної Ради та в кабінетах президентської 
Адміністрації витають хмари густого цигаркового диму: 
В Кабінеті Міністрів -- вичікування... 


Kuchma plays й safe with Pustovoytenko | 


(The Rukh Insider)—President Leonid 
Kuchma’s nomination of Valeriy 
Pustovoytenko to the post of Prime Minis- 
ter following Pavlo Lazarenko’s reSignation 
is one of the safest and most conservative 
alternatives the President could have cho- 
sen. 

Pustovoytenko is old establishment 
nomenklatura. He is very low-key, which 
should lead to his confirmation sailing 
through the nomenklatura-dominated 
Verkhoyna Rada, or parliament. In addition 
to being from the Dnipropetrovsk clan, 
Pustovoytenko is disciplined, as his stint as 
Minister without Portfolio for the past 5еу- 
eral years has demonstrated. In that 
position, he was used primarily to lobby 
Kuchma’s position and to head up special 
task forces. 

His loyalty is undoubtedly the character- 
istic which appealed to Kuchma most. 
Kuchma’s disappointment with Lazarenko 
was based on the latter’s apparently enor- 
mous appetite for self-enrichment, which 
centered on the natural gas and petroleum 
markets in Ukraine. After steering his own 
course in such a fashion Lazarenko’s down- 

fall was assured, Time, however, will tell 


just how “safe” a choice Pustovoytenko is. 
When he was nominated almost one year ago, 
Lazarenko seemed a safe choice as well. 

Pustovoytenko is viewed as very loyal by 
his colleagues in the People’s Democratic 
Party. A highly-placed PDP official charac- 
terized Pustovoytenko not only as “the most 
loyal” but also as one of only two realistic 
alternatives, out of a total of five, put forth by 
the PDP for consideration by Kuchma. The 
other realistic candidate, PDP Chairman 
Anatoliy Matvienko, disqualified himself by 
leading the attack against Lazarenko which 
precipitated the latter's downfall. Matvienko’s 
candidacy, despite his own interest in moy- 
ing to the post of Prime Minister, would be 
viewed as “unseemly.” 

The PDP’s well-conceived tactic of push- 
ing out Lazarenko during a critical period 
prior to the next general elections, scheduled 
for March, 1998, was well-carried out. Now 
the expectation by the PDP leadership is that 
Pustovoytenko will “open the valves” on large 
amounts of financing for the party. A worry 
for the PDP, however, is the support for 
Pustovoytenko’s candidacy already expressed 
by the left. PDP leaders correctly assess this 
support as a ploy aimed at allowing the PDP, 


and Kuchma, to place themselves in a corner 
vis-a-vis the upcoming elections. The com- 
munists and socialists expect to have a field 
day blaming the “party of power,” the PDP, 
along with Kuchma and Pustovoytenko, for 
the country’s ills. 

For their part, democratic parties are highly 
skeptical of Pustovoytenko’s candidacy. 
Aware of Kuchma’s leaning toward 
Pustovoytenko, Rukh, for example, declared 
its strong objections early on. When 
Pustovoytenko was being considered for the 
post of mayor of Kyiv in the fall of 1996, it 
was Rukh’s opposition, backed up by Rukh’s 
plurality in the Kyiv City Council, which 
blocked his candidacy. But Kuchma has 
clearly decided that his already worsening 
relations with Rukh are not worth consider- 
ation when placing the most reliable candi- 
date he could identify in the most important 
government position following his own. 

As this issue of Ukrainian News went to 
press, the new Prime Minister designate was 
to be presented to regional leaders. Oblast Ad- 
ministration Chairmen were notified July 10 
of their obligation to be personally present in 
Kyiv for a meeting on July 16. On that occa- 
sion, the presidential administration, in the 


person of Yevhen Kushnaryoy, will prob: 
ably also push for regional support for 
Kuchma’s call for a delay in the general 
elections scheduled for March. 

The delay would fill several needs. First 
of all, it would increase the chances that 
Kuchma, whatever he may say publicly on 
this topic, will be able to delay presidential 
elections. This indicates a certain confusion 
and wariness on Kuchma’s part, who must 
be aware that his chances at the next elec- 
tions are not very good. Secondly, the PDP 
will have time for their new man in the 
Cabinet of Ministers, Pustovoytenko, 19 
come up to speed. 

Several oblast governments have already 
begun a drive for raising support for delay- 
ing elections. A final resolution will not be 
easy to achieve, however. The requirement! 
that general elections, excepting presiden- 
tial, be held in March of 1998 is part of а 
Temporary Provisions section of the Con- 
stitution. It would therefore have to be 
changed by а two-thirds vote in parliament 
which will be very difficult to achieve. The 
left, in particular, will be unwilling to give 
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IMF holds 


until reforms in place 


(RFL/RL)—The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has told Ukraine it will not be able to go ahead with a 
large, long term loan until more reforms are in place, 
but will consider a regular one-year credit program. 

Sources at IMF headquarters in Washington say a 
mission of officials completed a two-week review of 
Ukraine’s situation in Kyiv July 11 and told senior of- 
ficials of their decision. 

Ukraine and the IMF had agreed to move ahead ona 
joan of up to 0553 billion under the Extended Fund 
Facility late last year, but the sources say the govern- 
rent was not able to implement as many of the struc- 
tural reforms as had been envisaged last winter. 

However, the sources say, the fund has decided to 
give priority to a new one-year stand-by loan for 
Ukraine and the mission of IMF officials will return to 
Kyiv in the next two weeks to work out details. The 
aim, say the sources, is to have it approved by the end 
of August. 

IMF sources say the mission was pleased with 
progress made in policy this year, including low infla- 
tion and a stable exchange rate. However, they say more 
structural changes are needed before major loans could 
be approved. 

In a wide-ranging interview with Radio Free Europe/ 
Radio Liberty two days earlier, the World Bank’s new 
Country Director for Ukraine and Belarus, Paul 
Siegelbaum said the best chance for passage of the 
measures is before parliament recesses at the end of 
the month. He says when the legislature returns in the 
autumn, members will be focused on the next election 
and by spring, the political world will be focusing on 
the presidential elections. 

He lists reforms of the national bank, the need to 
liberalize the mechanism for land privatization, par- 
ticularly in the agricultural sector and the need to re- 
move export duties on live animals and skins, as being 
at the top of the legislative actions needed soon. 

“We would also like the parliament to be a little bit 
more hospitable to privatization in general and to be- 
gin to limit this negative list they have of enterprises 
that can’t besptivalized . said Siegelbaum, who just 
‘retumed to hington from Kyiv. 

Actually, he says, the problem isn’t all parliament, 
but more that the measures are “stuck” in internal роу- 
ermmental congestion. 

Siegelbaum says the Ukrainian government is one 
of the smallest in the world, in terms of the number of 
people in government when compared to the size of 
the country. However, he says Ukraine has "опе of the 
most complicated decision making processes of any 
government anywhere” and officials there acknowledge 
that this “most complex in the world” system needs to 
be simplified. 

The bank official says it is “critically important” that 
Ukraine move quickly to rationalize and make more 
efficient the government’s operations. “I hate to say 
that this technological, structural, organizational aspect 


(InfoBank}—Former Deputy Prime Minister for 
Economie Reform Victor Pynzenyk has announced 
the creation of a new party to support reform. 

Speaking at a July 8 press conference in Kyiv, 
Pynzenyk said the new party, to be called Reforms 
and Order will include a considerable number of 
deputies from the Reforms faction in Parliament — 
those who are not members of the People’s Demo- 
cratic Party of Ukraine. 

The new party’s organization committee headed 
by Pynzenyk, calls for “quick and fruitful reforms, 
clear rules of the political game which will not let 
those in power make use of the difficulties of the 


Pynzenyk heads new reform party 


back loan 


is the most important thing and not agriculture or en- 
ergy,” says Siegelbaum, “but that’s the point — if you 
don’t have the mechanism for making a decision, what 
difference does it make what you want to do?” 

Siegelbaum says Ukraine must also move to shift its 
overall strategy from the early transition focus on con- 
taining inflation and stabilizing the economy — where 
it has had good success in recent months — and refo- 
cus on resuming growth. That needs to be done in two 
ways, he says, first by removing the drag on the 
economy represented by all the government inefficien- 
cies which still persist, and then to free the private sec- 
tor. 

“They've got to unleash the private sector,” says 
Siegelbaum. “They've got too much regulation, the 
average bureaucrat is much too hostile to the private 
sector, to the entrepreneur ... (and) they've got to give 
privatized firms and new private businesses a fair 
chance to compete for some of the old state monopo- 
lies, remove the last vestiges of restrictions on imports 
and exports and generally harness this private sector 
engine for growth.” 

Ukraine has tremendous potential, says Siegelbaum, 
and he prefers to focus on the positive side. “Ukraine 
is a big challenge, tremendously complex” with “ma- 
jor challenges wherever you look,” he says. “You can 
either look at the empty part of the glass or the full part 
of the glass and until they wear me down, I'll try to 
look at the full part of the glass and be guardedly opti- 
mistic.”” 

‘Siegelbaum says Ukraine has a low debt load in ге- 
lation to its size and that proposals to sell up to $1 bil- 
lion in bonds on the markets in Japan and Western Eu- 
rope by the end of the year will probably be success- 
ful. However, he adds, it will be an expensive way for 
Ukraine to raise the money and will require repayment 
within three to five years. 

Still, he says, Kyiv should be able to handle it if it 
gets its own structure straightened out. 

He says with attention to reforms, a number of sec- 
tors in Ukraine have the potential of reigniting eco- 
nomic growth, especially agriculture. 

Siegelbaum says a recent visit to the Donetsk region 
showed how, despite rich, fertile farm lands, less than 
50 percent of the grain growing in the fields will ever 
be harvested because of the lack of machines and the 
fuel to run them. 

Ukraine's energy sector also needs urgent attention, 
says Siegelbaum, who acknowledges that a program 
to close unprofitable coal mines supported by a World 
Bank loan is running slower than expected because 
Kyiv simply doesn’t have the money to pay its share. 

Even then, Siegelbaum points out, the government 
continues to pay profitable coal mines a state subsidy 
instead of using the money to shut down the mines that 
are wasting huge sums, retrain the miners, and put the 
social safety net functions of the mines — clinics, 
schools, etc. — into the hands of local authorities. 


transitional period for their personal enrichment”. 

Besides Pynzenyk, other people have announced 
their readiness to join the party. Among them there 
are Serhiy Sobolev, Reforms faction eader, Hryhoriy 
Omelchenko, Head of the Parliamentary Committee 
on Fighting Organized Crime, his Deputy Ivan Bilas, 
and MPs Serhiy Teryokhin, Anatoliy Yermak, 
Volodymyr Kovtunets. 

“If democratic centrist forces, to which we think 
our party also belongs, do not establish order in the 
state, then extreme political forces may establish it 
by way of Bolshevik or Nazi dictatorship, but this 
order will be based on blood”, says Omelchenko 


Pro-Russian reformers form bloc 


(InfoBank)—On July 7, the Constituent Assembly 
of a new pre-election bloc, the Social and Liberal Union 
(SLU), took place. 

This union was founded by the Inter-regional Re- 
forms Bloc, the Constitutional Democratic Party and 
Some public organizations of a pro-Russian orientation. 

As Volodymyr Нгупуоу, head of the Inter-regional 
Reforms Bloc, said during a press conference, the SLU 
їз planning to win no less than 15% of the seats in the 


_ Next Parliament. 


Hrynyov Said that those people who consider Russia 
4s Ukraine's main partner, support market reforms and 
the development of democracy in the state, should be- 


соте SLU’s main supporters. 

Volodymyr Malynkovych, a political analyst for 
Radio Liberty and a former advisor to President Le- 
onid Kuchma’s noted that the SLU does not intend to 
cooperate with national democratic forces in Ukraine. 

“Our electors are nationalists’ opposition”, empha- 
sized Malynkovych. 

Malynkovych, Hrynyov and Volodymyr Zolotaryov, 
leader of the Constitutional Democratic Party became 
co-founders of this Union. Representatives of two Rus- 
sian political unions, Yabloko and Russia's Democratic 
Choice, hailed the creation of the new Ukrainian pre- 
election bloc. 


Newsbriefs 


Poll finds support for union 


(RFE/RL)—A poll conducted by the Kyiv-based Social Monitoring 
Center in May shows that some 44 percent of Ukrainians support 
their country’s joining the Russian-Belarusian union, Interfax reported 
on 15 July. The poll was conducted among 2,007 Ukrainian citizens 
over the age of 15 and representing all regions of the country. Of the 
respondents, 32 percent said they were against Ukraine joining the 
Russian-Belarusian union, while 24 percent said they were undecided. 


Kravchuk to head new committee 


(InfoBank)—July 7 President Leonid Kuchma signed a decree creat- 
ing the State Committee on Administrative Reform and appointed 
former President Leonid Kravchuk as its head. The Committee has 
been set the following tasks: to work out the conception and strategy 
of the administrative reform; to prepare proposals conceming the struc- 
ture of executive power bodies and to put forward ways to recon- 
struct the state financial system. 


June inflation 0.1% 


(InfoBank)—Based on the preliminary data from the Ministry on 
Statistics, the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine has reported that the 
inflation rate for June was 0.1%. For May, this figure was 0.8% and 
for the whole first half of 1997 — 5.2%. 0.1% is the lowest monthly 
inflation rate for 1997. Besides June only in March was the same low 
rate observed. 


Ukraine explores on Serpent’s Island 


(InfoBank)—Ukraine’s State Committee on Geology and Mineral 
Resources Utilization has begun geological surveying on Serpent’s 
Island and in the adjoining areas of the Black Sea. The program is 
expected to be completed in 1998. According to the preliminary as- 
sessments, the areas around the Serpent’s Island are rich in oil and 
gas. Ukraine and Romania, however, have still to delineate the sea 
borders around the island. 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11666 - 95 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1L8 


Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 


UCSS - anon-profit, charitable organization responding to the needs 
and interest of the Ukrainian Community 
CCYK - це добродійна, громадська установа яка допомагає THM 
що потребують допомоги серед української громади 
UCSS is providing various services: 
shome visits, counselling and advice, 
*information, referral and translation services, 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees, 
«parcels and money delivered to Ukraine, 


UCSS 20th Anniversary of Incorporation 
will be celebrated on Oct. 04/97 


Запрошуємо всю українську громаду 
відсвяткувати цю подію разом з нами! 


FUNERAL HOME LTD. 
"Chapel of Remembrance" 


(Owned and operated by LEYDEN'S Funeral Home Ltd.) 
304 - 18th Avenue S.W., Calgary — 228-4422 
Claresholm — 625-3212 
WHOLLY CANADIAN OWNED & OPERATED 
Serving Calgary Area Since 1930 
СЕМ COPOKAH — Управитель і власник 


CANMORE - 4 bdr. 1800 sq. ft. house $700.00 weekly; 2 bdr. 900 
sq. ft. $500.00 weekly. BOOK NOW for June, July, August & 
September. Ph.: 472-0647 after 6 p.m. 


UKRAINIAN DANCE INSTRUCTOR: * University educated 
« Trained in Ukraine » Will work in Alberta, Call: 403-366-3954, 


Unprecedented opportunity: Discover the most powerful healing 
substances on earth - FREE AUDIO TAPE - 24 hrs. message. 
1-888-220-4183. 


COMMERCIAL BUILDING FOR SALE! Asking only 
$199,000!!!. Beverly/Beacon Hts location, 118 Аме/40 St, 350054. 
F., Lot 6300 sq.F., 3 Bays, each unit 1165 sq.F., Super condition!!! 
High traffic area! Part of bld. could be as residence!!! Act quickly! 
JOHN W. VICTOR, Sutton Group Realty. Tel: 438-2500. 
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Over 7,000 attend Pysanka 797 


Ukrainian News/Ykpalkcexi Вісті July 16 - August 12, 1997, 16 Липня - 12 Серпня, 1997 г 


Bishop Budka Society becomes active іп Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Over 7,000 people 
attended this year’s Pysanka festi- 
val in Vegreville, says the Secretary 
manager of the Vegreville Cultural 
Association, which organizes the 
event. 

Ralph Gorrie told Ukrainian 


the RJV Showmanship Award win- 
ners. 

Sunday’s afternoon show featured 
a multicultural showcase. 

Master of Ceremonies for all per- 
formances was Edmonton's Orest 
Soltykewych. 


Vegreville violinist Harry 
Semotiuk was honoured as this 
year’s inductee into the Vegreville 
Cultural Association and CFCW 
Hall of Honour. Ivan and Anna 
Weleschuk were honoured as this 
year’s pioneer family. 


By Bill W. Diachuk 

On June 19, Dr. Roman Petryshyn 
spoke to the Bishop Budka Society 
in Edmonton to encourage the 
Society’s plan to support the Nadiya 
project in Ukraine. “Your help is 


needed there and, as well, your so- 
ciety will be enhanced through this 
effort,” he said. 

“Our children and future genera- 
tion of Ukrainian Canadians need in- 
teractions with Ukraine for our com- 


munity to be sustainable in Canada 
over the long term.” 

Dr. Petryshyn spoke as a member 
of the Board of Directors of the 
newly formed Canada Ukraine 
Foundation (CUF). In his remarks, 
he addressed three questions: What 


News this was above last year’s fig- 
ure and attributes the increase to the 
decision to move the grandstand 
show back to its outside venue. Last 
year it was held inside. 

“The big grandstand with the big 
sound is much better than inside,” 
he said. 

This year’s festival, held July 4- 
6, featured six grandstand perfor- 
mances as well as pioneer demon- 
strations, festival dances, food pa- 
vilions, talent competitions, beer 
gardens and cultural displays. 

Dance groups performing this 
year included Edmonton's Volya, 
Shumka and Vohon as well as 
Vegreville’s Sopilka, Promin and 
Vitrak. 

Vocalists included Edmonton’s 
Carlene Friesen, Vancouver's Zeelia 
quartet, the Edmonton Male Chorus 
and Edmonton’s C.Y.M.K. Choir. 

Three bands shared the spotlight 
both at the grandstand shows and at 
the dances. They were Edmonton’s 
Kubasonics, Vegreville’s Trubka 
and Saskatoon’s Mria. 

Also performing at the grandstand 
shows was Victor the Comedian and 


Counterclockwise from top left: Volya 
performing the "Ргумії", Zeelia quartet, the 
Kubasonics, The Edmonton Male Chorus, 
singer Carlene Friesen and Shumka 
performing a Volyn regional dance. 


КЕ PYSAR 


PHOTO — DAUPHIN HERALD 
Dauphin's Zirka Dancers show their strength and form. 


Dauphin Festival features 
exciting program for '97 


Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival in Dauphin, Manitoba, has a var- 
ied and exciting program planned for this year. 

Throughout the years, the Festival has become a showcase of new and 
old ways of life and an avenue for budding artists and seasoned profes- 
sionals alike to present their talents as well as keep the Ukrainian culture 
alive. 

The Festival is an exciting, three day event that traditionally takes place 
on the August long weekend. The weekend features five grandstand ex- 
ravaganzas with performers coming from numerous areas of Canada and 
the United States and on occasion, special appearances by artists from 
Ukraine. 

Featured performers include Zahrava from Toronto, the Voloshky trio 
from Saskatoon, Winnipeg Singer Alexis Kochan, the Zirka Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble of Dauphin, the Pavlechenko Folk Dance Ensemble of 
Saskatoon, the Tryzub Dance Ensemble of Calgary and a Stage Orchestra 
led by Ron Cahute of Toronto. 

They will all be performing at the Grandstand Extravaganza at the 10,000 
seat Amphitheatre. 

thor Bacynskyj of Toronto will serve as Master of Ceremonies. 

For the second year in a row, the Sunday Grandstand show will be a 
| multicultural event that showcases amateur performers from across the 
| province. 

This year’s program will include Native pow wow dancers, French 
Canadian singers. Flamenco dancers and Scottish Highland dancers. 

The activities on the weekend also include a Folk and Visual Arts Pa- 
vilion, Ukrainian Artifacts Museum, cultural demonstrations, historic tours 
of Ukrainian sites in the area, an exhibit of photos taken in Chornobyl by 
artis/photographer David McMillan and Amateur Dance and Talent com- 
petitions. 

| On Saturday, Aug. 2, a parade will Бе held through downtown featuring 
| entries of the colorful pageantry of Ukrainian culture with authentic cos- 
| ‘umes, floats, bands, and dancers. 

The official opening ceremonies will take place Friday, August | at the 
Amphitheater. The Hospodar and Hospodynia, Gerry and Sylvia 
Dutchyshen, will be greeted in the ancient custom with bread and salt 
which symbolizes health and prosperity. 


trends are happening in Ukraine?; 
How Canadians fit into the process? 
and, How CUF can help groups like 
the bishop Budka Society to realize 
their objectives? 

Dr. Petryshyn commented posi- 
tively on the achievements of the 
Ukrainian government in the face of 
a lack of resources and a long list of 
problems. These include; accepting 
anew constitution; political integra- 
tion of the various culturally differ- 
ent regions, downsizing of the mili- 
tary; denuclearization; international 
recognition from most countries, 
including Russia; control of 
hyperinflation; and a start to 
Ukrainianization of the school sys- 
tem. 

Much remains to be done but 
these priority issues are being man- 
aged now, much better than in the 
past. There is still a great need for 
westerners to work on people-to- 
people projects and humanitarian 
aid to Ukraine. 

Canadian involvement in Ukraine 
has been led by the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Agency 
(CIDA) which over the past six 
years has committed over 200 mil- 
lion dollars in technical assistance 
projects to assist Ukraine. 
Petryshyn’s talk focussed on CIDA’s 
work carried out by non-govern- 
mental organizations. Most of this 
work has been led by professionally- 
run agencies. 

The speaker pointed out the value 
of also having volunteer interna- 
tional projects that are administered 
by volunteer-run organizations. 
There is a strong tradition of such 
organizations existing in Canada, 
especially run by religious commu- 
nities such as Mennonites, Angli- 
cans, Roman Catholics and others. 
He noted that CIDA provides an 


PCPS 


Stet 


his presentation. 


UCSS President Bill Diachuk (right) thanking Dr. Roman Petryshyn for 


excellent two-for-one matching dol- 
lar program to support the efforts of 
such organizational projects in the 
third world, and suggested that al- 
lowing Eastern Europe to have such 
a program as well would be useful 
support for volunteer Canadian 
projects in Ukraine. 

Dr. Petryshyn concluded his talk 
by encouraging groups like the 
Bishop Budka Society and others, 
to join the Canada Ukraine Foun- 
dation. CUF exists to: bring volun- 
leer groups together to share infor 
mation and expertise; help volun- 
teers in preparing and evaluation 
their projects; and to provide a char- 
ity organizational structure for small 
groups to utilize for appropriate 


AUGUST 1, 2, 3 
DAUPHIN, MANITOBA, CANADA 
Come enjoy one of North America's most popular cultural events, 


as Dauphin presents Canada's 32nd National Ukrainian Festival 


+ Grandstand Extravaganzas + 10,000 Seat Amphitheatre « Ukrainian Artifacts Museum 
+ Cultural Demonstrations & Competitions « Amateur Dance & Talent Festival + Exhibit of Photos 
from Chornobyl « Tour of Historic Ukrainian Sites of Dauphin + and Much More 


or more information contact: 


Canada's National Ukrainian Festival Inc. 
119 Main St., Dauphin, Man. R7N 1K4 Phone: 1-204-638-5645; Fax: 1-204-638-5851 
Selo Ukraina - Hwy-10, (12 Km south of Dauphin) 


КОКО КО ERD EO EE 


CANADA'S NATIONAL 


projects. 

A lively question and answer pe- 
riod followed the presentation which 
concluded by President Bill Diachuk 
thanking the speaker for his presen- 
tation. 


2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont, Canada М65 1N9 


+ Gifts + Ukrainian Handicrafts 
"Ап, Ceramics, Jewellery + Books, 
Newspapers - Cassettes, CDs, 


Videos « Embroidery Supplies 
- Packages and Services to Ukraine 


WE ACCEPT MAIL ORDERS 


SOK 


Школа i авдиторія Катедри св. 


Українознавства Ївана при 10611-110 Авеню 


im. Ївана Франка 
" Коли? 
Кожної суботи протягом 
шкільного року від 9-0ї год. 
ранку до 12:30 по полудні 


" Передумови: 
Закінчення 6-ої кляси 
державної школи у Канаді та 
Ivan Franko в іншій країні 
Ukrainian Junior & 


- " Впис і батьківські збори: 
Senior High School пе 5 2 


Перша субота вересня після 
Дня Праці від 9:00-11:00 ранку 


434-6671 або 435-7867 


———— 


( Ukrainian (Calgary) Credit Union і 


Open Tuesday 8 Friday eventhgs: 7:00 pm-9:00 pm. 
Also Friday afternoons: 12:00 pm-2:00 pm. 


Best rate, available. 
Loans & Deposits 


403 - 9th Ave. N.E., Second Floor, Calgary, Alberta T2E 0V9 


Tel.: (403) 230-7001 


EXPLORE YOUR 
CULTURAL CONNECTION 


Learn about the 
songs and stories, 
artifacts and 
rituals of 
Ukrainians and 
how they have 
helped shape 
cultural life in 
Canada 


COURSES BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1997: 


UKR 326 Ukrainian Culture 
UKR 422 Ukrainian Folk Poetry 
UKR 423 Ukrainian Folk Prose 

UKR 427 Ukrainian Material Culture 
INT D 439 Ukrainian Dance 


For more information contact: 
Department of Modem Languages and Comparative Studies 


492-3273 or 492-6906 
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Перший ряд зліва на право: Харитя Білаш, Михайло Біндасє, Ярко Боярчук, Андрій Возняк, 
Орися Гук, Ярко Йопик, Христина Коломийчук. Другий ряд зліва на право: Христина Коновалець, 


Роман Король, Дарія Котович, Мирося Луців, 
Цибульський 


Зеня Мартинків, Ванеса Миськів, Стефан 


«Курси дають великі можливості» -- 
каже голова батьківського комітету 


(Y«pBicti)—«Kypen українознавства дають сту- 
дентам великі можливості на майбутні кар'єри», 
-- заявив на градуації цьогорічних абітурієнтів 
Курсів українознавства ім. Ївана Франка в Едмон- 
тоні Марко Левицький, голова батьківського 
комітету. 

8-го червня, підчас офіційноїї градуації, пан 
Левицький сказав студентам, що пощирення 
економічних зв'язків між Канадою і Україною 
творить потребу для кваліфікованих людей, які 
не тільки знають українську мову але також 
мають обширне знання про Україну. 

Власне курси дають таке обширне знання, 
тому що в них вивчається не Тільки мову, але 
й також історію, географію та літературу. 

Наприклад географія навчає про природні 
ресурси України — а таке знання якраз потрібно 


особливо в Альберті де знаходиться багато 
нафтових фірм, які творять спільні підприємства 
з Україною, сказав він . 

Цього року було 14 абітурієнтів із п'ятого і 
четвертого курсу. Це тому, що батьківський 
комітет рішив скоротити курси на чотири роки 
і тим чином, і четверта, і п'ята кляси закінчили 
свої науки цього року. 

Директорка курсів Леся Солтикевич також 
поздоровила абітурієнтів. «Тепер ви закінчили 
курси й вступаєте на новий шлях», заявила вона. 
«Ви закінчили курси, але то чого Ви навчилися 
не повинні забувати, а навпаки, нести у Вашу 
будучність і з часом збагачувати її. Хоч кожен 
з Вас вибере іншу стежку, ми надіємося що 
наука з курсів поможе Вам у різних галузях 
Вашого життя». 


Ukrainian culture studies enter new phase 


Ukrainian culture studies at the University of Alberta 
are about to enter an exciting new phase. This fall will 
see fresh new changes to the content of courses in 
Ukrainian folklore and culture offered by the Depart- 
ment of Modern Languages and Comparative Studies. 

“We are always looking for new ways to involve the 
students in the world of Ukrainian culture” says Brian 
Cherwick, a sessional instructor in the Program. 

In the coming semesters, students of Ukrainian Dance 
will benefit from innovative new multi-media materi- 
als prepared by Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky during a spe- 
cial research leave. Materials have recently been uti- 
lized by the dance program at Utah State University. 
Meanwhile, students of Ukrainian Folk Poetry will have 
the opportunity to hear and examine examples of Ukrai- 
nian folk songs thanks to newly acquired resources in 
the Ukrainian Folklore Archives. 

On a recent visit to New Haven, Connecticut, Dr. 
Nahachewsky, of the Huculak Chair of Ukrainian Cul- 
ture and Ethnography, was presented with over 610 
sound recordings form the personal collection of Mr. 


Ukraine hints it may 


(JF Monitor)—The commander of the Ukrainian 
Air Force, Gen. Volodymyr Antonets, on July 7 sug- 
gested that Ukraine might scrap the 40 ex-Soviet stra- 
tegic bombers it inherited unless the Russians agree 
to buy them for "а fair” price. 

He said that it costs US$400,000 each year to prop- 
erly maintain just one of the 19 Tu-160 supersonic 
“Blackjack” bombers, and that it would cost 
$200,000 to scrap it. The older Tu-95MS “Bear” 
missile-carriers cost $215,000 to maintain and would 
cost $167,000 to scrap. Antonets admitted that the 
maintenance figures were inflated since the planes 
were not being flown. Yet he insisted that all of the 
aircraft except one Tu-160 are “in a technically proper 
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Wasyll Gina. This collection is especially important in 
that it contains many rare early recordings of Ukrai- 
nian orchestras from the United States and Canada (for 
example, early recordings of famous Ukrainian violin- 
ist Раміо Humeniuk, made for the Columbia label). 
While of immediate value to graduate and undergradu- 
ate students of the Ukrainian Folklore Program, access 
to this collection is also available to any interested par- 
ties. The Gina Collection of sound recordings forms 
an important addition to the Archives’ significant and 
growing resources for the study of Ukrainian music in 
North America. 

A wide variety of courses dealing with various as- 
pects of Ukrainian culture are available to students al 
all levels. Together with the programs in Ukrainian lan- 
guage and literature, they make the University 0! 
Alberta the premiere centre for Ukrainian Studies in 
North America. Students interested in courses for the 
Fall 1997 semester are encouraged to register early. For 
more information, contact the Department of Modern 
Languages and Comparative studies at 492-3273 or 
492-6906. 


scrap Soviet bombers 


condition.” 

The Russian Air Force appears to have written off 
the Ukrainian aircraft. Earlier in the year Russian 
Air Force commander Petr Deinekin said Russia 
would be willing to take the planes “as a gesture of 
goodwill,” but various analysts have noted that Rus- 
sia has an ample supply of Tu-95s which could per 
form the same mission as the Tu-160s for far less 
money. 

Deinekin has also announced that Russia is work- 
ing on a new strategic bomber. It seems likely that 
he would prefer to put scarce resources into research 
and development on this new plane rather than into 
the long-neglected Ukrainian aircraft. 
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Charter between Ukraine and The 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 


From the Embassy of Ukraine in Canada security, and its role, in co-operation with other international son mission in Kyiv. 


organizations such as the OSCE, the European Union, the Meetings will normally take place at NATO headquarters 
Council of Europe and the Western European Union in pro- іп Brussels. Under exceptional circumstances, they may be 
moting Euro-Atlantic Security and fostering a general climate convened elsewhere, including in Ukraine, as mutually agreed. 
of trust and confidence in Europe. Meetings, as a rule, will take place on the basis of an agreed 
calendar. 
Ill. Areas for Consultation and/or Cooperation between 12. Ukraine and NATO consider their relationship as an 
NATO and Ukraine evolving, dynamic process. To ensure that they are develop- 
Sh Reaffirming the common goal of implementation of а ing their relationship and implementing the provisions of this 
broad range of issues for consultation and cooperation, Charter to the fullest extent possible, the North Atlantic council 
Ukraine and NATO commit themselves to develop and_ Will periodically meet with Ukraine as the Ukraine-NATO 
strengthen their consultation and/or co-operation in the areas Commission, as arule, no less than twice a year. The Ukraine- 
described below. In this regard, Ukraine and NATO reaffirm NATO Commission will not duplicate the functions of other 
their commitment to the full development of the EAPC and mechanisms described in this Charter, but instead would meet 
the enhanced PfP. This includes Ukrainian participation in 10 455655 broadly the implementation of the relationship, sur- 
operations, including peacekeeping operations, on acase-by- Y¢Y Planning for the future, and suggest ways to improve ог 
case basis, under the authority of the UN Security Council, her develop cooperation between Ukraine and NATO. 
or the responsibility of the OSCE, and, if CJTF are used іп , be piaine ane ee ме обошана за ТЕРИ 
such cases, Ukrainian participation in them at an early stage she г ей ооо Ses lanucracee mbna 
on a case-by-case basis, subject to North Atlantic Council і 5 
decisions on specific operations. 


І. Building an Enhanced Ukraine-NATO Relationship 

1. Ukraine and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and its members states, hereinafter referred to as 
Ukraine and NATO, 
- building on a political commitment at the highest level; 
- recognizing the fundamental changes in the security envi- 
ronment in Europe which have inseparably linked the secu- 
rity of every state to that of all the others; 
— determined to strengthen mutual trust and cooperation in 
order to enhance security and stability, and to cooperate in 
building a stable, peaceful and undivided Europe; 
- stressing the profound transformation undertaken by NATO 
since the end of the Cold War and its continued adaptation to 
meet the changing circumstances of Euro-Atlantic security, 
including its support, on a case-by-case basis, of new mis- 
sions to peacekeeping operations carried out under the au- 
thority of the United Nations Security Council or the respon- 
sibility of the OSCE; 
- welcoming the progress achieved by Ukraine and looking 
forward to further steps to develop its democratic institutions, 
to implement radical economic reforms, and to deepen the 
process of integration with the full range of European and 
Euro-Atlantic structures; 
- noting NATO’s positive role in maintaining peace and sta- 
bility in Europe and in promoting greater confidence and trans- 
parency in the Euro-Atlantic area, and its openness for co- 
operation with the new democracies of Central and Eastern 
Europe, an inseparable part of which is Ukraine; 


й у 1 У. Cooperation for a More Secure Europe 

__ 6. Consultations between Ukraine and NATO will cover 14. NATO Allies will continue to puget Ukrainian sover- 
issues of common concern, such as: f eignty and independence, territorial integrity, democratic de- 
- political and security related subjects, in particular the de-  yelopment, economic prosperity and its status as anon-nuclear 
velopment of Euro-Atlantic security and stability, including weapon state, and the principle of inviolability of frontiers, 
the security of Ukraine; as key factors of stability and security in central and Eastern 
- conflict prevention, crisis management, peace-support, con- Europe and in the continent as a whole. 

flict resolution and humanitarian operations, taking into ac- 15. Ukraine and NATO will develop a crisis consultative 
count the roles of the United Nations and the OSCE in this mechanism to consult together whenever Ukraine perceives 
field: a direct threat to its territorial integrity, political independence, 


- convinced that an independent, democratic and stable - the political and defence aspects of nuclear, biological and OF Security 

Ukraine is one of the key factors for ensuring stability in chemical non-proliferation; 16. NATO welcomes and supports the fact that Ukraine 

Central and Eastern Europe, and the continent as a whole; - disarmament and arms control issues, including those re- received security assurances from all five nuclear-weapons 
states parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 


lated to the Treaty on conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
(CFE Treaty); the Open Skies Treaty and confidence and se- 
curity building measures in the 1994 Vienna Document; 

- arms exports and related technology transfers; 

- combating drug-trafficking and terrorism. 

7. Areas for consultation and co-operation, in particular 
-determined to further expand and intensify their coopera- through joint seminars, joint working groups, and other co- 
Чоп in the framework of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership coun- operative programs, will cover a broad range of topics, such 
cil, including the enhanced partnership for Peace program; | as: 

- welcoming their practical cooperation within IFOR/SFOR  - civil emergency planning, and disaster preparedness; 
оно М eerceping operations on the territory of the Scwvilemauitiaty reLBNODS and зо он control of the armed community. NATO welcomes Ukraine's decision to support 
дерен ачтаї у forces, and Ukrainian defence reform; the indefinite extension of the NPT and its contribution to the 
- sharing the view that the opening of the Alliance tonew - defence planning, budgeting, policy, strategy and national withdrawal and dismantlement of nuclear weapons which 
members, in accordance with Article 10 of the Washington security concepts; were based on its territory. 
Treaty, is directed at enhancing the stability of Europe, and - defence conversion; Ukraine's strengthened cooperation with NATO will en- 
the security of all countries in Europe without recreating di- -NATO-Ukraine military co-operation and inter-operability; hance and deepen the political dialogue between Ukraine and 
viding lines - economic aspects of security; the members of the Alliance on a broad range of security 
are committed, on the basis of this Charter, to further broaden  - science and technology issues; matters, including on nuclear issues. This will contribute to 
and strengthen their cooperation and to develop а distinctive - environmental security issues, including nuclear safety; the improvement of the overall security environment in Eu- 
and effective partnership, which will promote further stabil- - aerospace research and development, through AGARD, rope. 
ity and common democratic values in Central and Eastern - civil-military coordination of air traffic management and _ 17. Ukraine and NATO note the entry into force of the CFE 
Europe. control. Flank Document on May 15 1997. NATO and Ukraine will 

8. Inaddition, Ukraine and NATO will explore to the Бгоад- COHtinue to cooperate on issues of mutual interest such as 
est possible degree the following areas for co-operation; CFE adaptation. Ukraine and NATO intend to improve the 
- armaments co-operation (beyond the existing CNAD dia- operation of the CFE treaty in a changing environment and, 
logue); through that, the security of each state party, irrespective of 
- military training, including PfP exercises on Ukrainian ter- bt З 7 aves 19, б васала Цівсу alliance. ney abate 
ritory and NATO support for the Polish-Ukrainian peacekeep- : Sy eat р : Me ргезелоє a Цохвідл pees on the terilory ps 
ing battalion; a participating state must be in conformity with international 

a ee м З law, the freely expressed consent of the host state ог a rel- 
- promotion of defence cooperation between Ukraine and'its evant decision of the United Nations Security Council. 
neighbours. у 18. Ukraine welcomes the statement by NATO members 

9. Other areas for consultation and cooperation may be that “enlarging the Alliance will not require a change in 
added, by mutual agreement, on the basis of experience NATO's current nuclear posture and, therefore, NATO coun- 
gained. tries have no intention, no plan and no reason to deploy nuclear 

10. Given the importance of information activities to im- weapons on the territory of new members nor any need to 

prove reciprocal knowledge and understanding, NATO has change any aspect of NATO's nuclear posture or nuclear 
established an Information and Documentation Centre in Kyiv. policy — and do not foresee any future need to do so.” 
The Ukrainian side will provide its full support to the opera- 19. Ukraine and NATO member states will continue fully 
tion of the Centre in accordance with the memorandum of to implement all agreements оп disarmament, non-prolifera- 
Understanding between the Government of Ukraine and tion and arms control and confidence building measures they 
NATO signed at Kyiv on 7 May 1997. are part ої. %. сф 

The present Charter takes effect upon its signature. 

The present Charter is established in two originals in the 
English, French and Ukrainian languages, all three texts Бау- 
ing equal validity. 

Signed at Madrid, Spain, on July 9, 1997. 


- mindful of the importance of a strong and enduring rela- 
tionship between Ukraine and NATO and recognizing the solid 
progress made, across a broad range of activities, to develop 
an enhanced and strengthened relationship between Ukraine 
and NATO on the foundations created by the Joint Press State- 
ment of 14 September 1995; 


Weapons (NPT) as a non-nuclear weapon state party to the 
NPT, and recalls the commitments undertaken by the United 
States and the United Kingdom, together with Russia, and by 
France unilaterally, which took the historic decision in 
Budapest in 1994 to provide Ukraine with security assurances 
as а non-nuclear weapon state party to the NPT. 

Ukraine's landmark decision to renounce nuclear weapons 
and to accede to the NPT as a non-nuclear weapon state greatly 
contributed to the strengthening of security and stability in 
Europe and has earned Ukraine special stature in the world 


Il. Principles for the Development of Ukraine-NATO Re- 
lations 
2. Ukraine and NATO will base their relationship on the 
principles, obligations and commitments under International 
Law and international instruments, including the United Na- 
tions Charter, the Helsinki Final Act and subsequent OSCE 
documents. Accordingly, Ukraine and NATO reaffirm their 
commitment to: 
- the recognition that security of all states in the OSCE area is 
indivisible, that no state should pursue its security at the ex- 
pense of that of another state, and that no state can regard any 
part of the OSCE region as its sphere of influence; 
- refrain from the threat or use of force against any state in 
any Manner inconsistent with the United Nations Charter or 
Helsinki Act principles guiding participating states; 
~ the inherent right of all states to choose and to implement 
'reely their own security arrangements, and to be free to 
choose or change its security arrangements, including trea- 
“es of alliance, as they evolve; 
- Fespect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of all other states, for the inviolability of fron- 
Hers, and the development of good-neighbourly relations; 
є the rule of law, the fostering of democracy, political plural- 
ism and a market economy; 
є human rights and the rights of persons belonging to national 
minorities; 
7 the prevention of conflicts and settlement of disputes by 
Peaceful means in accordance with UN and OSCE principles. 
3. Ukraine reaffirms its determination to carry forward its 
defence reforms, to Strengthen democratic and civilian con- 
trol of the armed forces, and to increase their inter-operabil- 
Чу with the forces of NATO and Partner countries. NATO 
reaffirms its Support for Ukraine’s efforts in these areas. 
ine welcomes NATO's continuing and active adap- 
meet the changing circumstances of Euro-Atlantic 


IV. Practical Arrangements for Consultation and coop- 
eration between Ukraine and NATO 
11. Consultation and cooperation as set out in this Charter 

will be implemented through: 

- Ukraine-NATO meetings at the level of the North Atlantic 
council at intervals to be mutually agreed; 

- Ukraine-NATO meetings with appropriate NATO Commit- 
tees as mutually agreed; 

- reciprocal high level visits; : the Kingdom of Belgium, the Hellenic Republic, the King- 
- mechanisms for military cooperation, including periodic dom of Denmark, the Republic of Iceland, the Kingdom 
meetings with NATO Chiefs of Defence and activities within of Spain, the Italian Republic, Canada, the Grand Duchy 
the framework of the enhanced partnership for Peace pro- of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Fed- 
gram; eral Republic of Germany, the Kingdom of Norway, the 
-a military liaison mission of Ukraine will be established аз Portuguese Republic, the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
part of a Ukrainian mission to NATO in Brussels. NATO re- ain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, 
tains the right reciprocally to establish a NATO military liai- the Republic of Turkey, the French Republic 


For Ukraine - The President of Ukraine 
For the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
The NATO Secretary General 
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In order to find its many treasures, avoid actin 


By Gerald Flood 

Winnipeg Free Press 

The international airport in Lviv 
isa holdover from the old days when 
communist authorities kept foreign- 
ers from contaminating Ukrainian 
nationals by building separate air- 
ports for domestic and international 
flights. 

Since there were few intemational 
flights back then, and since there 
агеп'ї many more today, the place 
is a bit sleepy, its procedures unso- 
phisticated and most people using 
itare from English speaking nations, 
especially Canada and the United 
States. 

When I left Ukraine last Novem- 
ber after a three-week assignment, 
my second such assignment since 
the Iron Curtain came down, it was 
from Lviv international. Like most 
passengers, I arrived very early as 
ordered (the communists are gone 
but their bureaucracy lives on). Then 
the flight left late, which meant we 
had a long wait in the departure 
lounge where travellers soon felt 
compelled to amuse one another 
with fatuous stories about shabby 
bureaucrats, bad waiters, dumb 
banks, crude customs, lousy food, 
odd practices, cold rooms, primitive 
conditions, backward people. 

There were many giddy jokes 
about the safety of the Ukrainian 
Airlines plane we were about to 
board, no matter that it was a famil- 
iar Boeing. 

It was the kind of jingoistic, xe- 
nophobia twaddle one invariably 
hears in the departure lounges of less 
fortunate nations. I am ashamed to 
say I have engaged in such conver- 
sations. 

When the airplane took off, there 
below, invisible from the terminal, 
were tarmacs filled with hundreds 
of MIG fighters, medium bombers 
and attack helicopters — a moth- 
balled portion of an air force that 
only a few years earlier made the 
world tremble. 

The sight made me sad and de- 
pressed. Sad that so much of 
Ukraine’s wealth and ingenuity had 
been squandered by successive re- 
pressive governments, and de- 
pressed that we would measure 
Ukrainians by comparing them to 


ourselves, as if we personally had 
done something to deserve our good 
fortune, and they had not. I tell this 
story because it leads to my only rule 
about visiting Ukraine - avoid con- 
tact with North Americans. 
Don’t do what most do and stay 

at the big tourist hotels where the 
only people you meet are people like 
yourself who will bore you coma- 
lose comparing everything they see 
and do and eat with the things they 
see and do and eat in Canada. Find 
someone who knows someone who 
will rent you a furnished apartment 
Гог а fraction of the hotel bill, or who 
will find you a family you can live 
with for less. If things go wrong, if 
the apartment is a dump, don’t panic. 

When travelling, time is money. 

Spend time to find what you want. 

Don’t spend money, it will just take 
you back to the tourist hotel and you 
will miss the far more interesting 
experience of solving the puzzle. 

Don't go to westernized restau- 
rants to drink North American beer. 
and complain the burgers taste 
funny, or worse, they taste just like 
at home. Go shopping in the mar- 
kets and stores and discover that you 
can eat very well for relatively little. 

Don’t be afraid to take meals in 
Ukrainian cafeterias just because 
you're unaccustomed to standing 
when you eat. They serve a wide 
variety of delicious hot foods and 
pastries, and serve vodka and brandy 
by the tumbler, all for a few dollars. 

Don't go to the westernized clubs 
that feature American rock music, 
light shows, VLTs, strippers, pros- 
titutes, mafia and North Americans. 
Go to theatres — Ukrainians may 
not have great discos, but they do 
have fine actors, musicians, danc- 
ers and artists. 

Don’t buy in souvenir shops. Go 
to the artists’ markets where some 
of the stuff may be kitschy but most 
will be good and all will be a lot 
cheaper. Don’t be afraid to haggle 
— it’s one thing to be seen as a 
wealthy westerner, it’s another to be 
seen as a dumb wealthy westerner. 

Don’t rent a fancy European car 
— it marks you as an outsider, 
makes you a target for police shake- 
downs, increases your isolation and 
fuels your exaggerated fears about 
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Discovering the real Ukraine 


пі <> 


Marketplace in Lviv 


g like a typical tourist 


personal safety. Find someone who 
knows someone with a car. Discover 
how rugged a Lada really is. Dis- 
cover how useful a driver can be — 
not a professional driver that costs 
a fortune through an agent, but some 
guy who wants part time work and 
who would find you at least as fas- 
cinating as you will find him. 

In Kyiv, take the subway. It’s 
faster than driving and really cheap, 
about 10 cents a ride. It also is one 
of the neatest things to do in the city. 

The subway in Kyiv was built as 
a bomb shelter, Its stations are hun- 
dreds of feet below ground zero and 
the escalator rides — imagine a 
moving staircase 20 stories long and 
tilted 45 degrees — are a bonus. 
There are about 35 stations in the 
city, most of them underground. The 
communists poured money into the 
stations and they remain today some 
of the most beautiful architectural 
features of the city. My favourite is 
Lenin station where they have left 
in place massive bronze busts of the 
goat-bearded monster. 

You can — and should — spend 
a few days on the subways, riding 
from station to station and discov- 
ering the city. You will surface in 
industrial areas where aging facto- 
ries hint at what England must have 


аб 4 а 


looked like during the industrial 
revolution. You will emerge in the 
embassy district where magnificent 
old apartment buildings are being 
restored, You will surface in the op- 
era district and a sprawling new sub- 
urb where housing for 500,000 is 
under construction. The scale of the 
project is mind-boggling. 

When you're in the countryside 
and see farmers plowing fields with 
horses, go talk to them. If you see a 
state farm, drive-in. You will be 
amazed how often the simple ex- 
pression of curiosity will lead to a 
cup of tea and cookies. 

There is no subway in Lviv, so 
take the trams, especially at rush 
hour just to see how many people 
can be packed into one vehicle at 
one time. If you miss your stop, 
don’t worry, ride to the end of the 
line and loop back. 

The thing to do in Lviv is find an 
architect and tour the city, which, 
next to Prague, has the largest stock 
of Renaissance, baroque and Gothic 
buildings in the world. There are 
2,000 registered architectural mas- 
terpieces and 10,000 historically sig- 
nificant buildings in the city. Most 
are in rough shape — there has been 
little maintenance since the Second 
World War. It is estimated the city 


J needs $7 billion US worth of resto- 


ration work, but it has an annual 
budget of only $200,000 to do the 
work. 

If you can, find Volodymyr 
Shvets, the city’s conservator, and 


get him to take you up the 120 steps 


to the top of the city hall tower from 
which you can look down on such 


Й marvels as the High Castle, the Ba- 


roque Dominican Monastery or 
Usdanska Church. 

1 stayed with the friend of friend 
of a friend in Lviv and my inter- 
preter was a young woman lawyer 


whose friends were mostly artists 
who lived in their studios. I say this 
only to point out that one contact can 
open up a world of possibilities, all 
of which are more interesting than 
other North Americans. = 

The first time I went to Ukraine it 
took me about three days to find a 
couple who spoke English and 
trusted me enough to invite me into 
their home. 

I stayed with them again this time, 
and paid for my stay, not with cash 


— that would have been insulting 
— but by buying food and drink and 


providing treats like meals out. 

They in turn fed me and gave me 
a bedroom. But more important, 
they gave me advice, and insight. 
They introduced me to their friends 
who invited me into their homes and 
helped me when I was looking for 
drivers or translators. 

By making one friend, I was in- 
troduced to another. By making 
myself a part of their lives I saw and 
did things that were far more inter- 
esting and fun than any bus tour 
could ever be. 

It is true that being a journalist 
gave me a bit of celebrity that oth- 
ers might not be able to claim. But | 
also know, from the people І met, 
that all kinds of North Americans 
with a taste for adventure and a de- 
sire to become familiar with the 
country from the bottom up follow 
exactly the same path I took with the 
same result. 

This advice, of course, is not for 
everyone. But I assure you, it is the 
only way you are going to discover 
the real Ukraine, and the real Ukral- 
nians. It is the only way you are 20- 
ing to avoid the trap of the depar- 
ture lounge. 


Gerald Flood is an editorial writer 
at the Winnipeg Free Press. 


Holovaty raps anti-corruption campaign 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Justice Minister Serhiy Holovaty on July 8 de 
manded a meeting with President Leonid Kuchma, saying he wants com 
firmation that market reforms and the campaign against corruption will 
continue. Holovaty told journalists he is concerned that reforms in Ukraine 
are being stalled. He described the reform process as “only show, but п? 
concrete action.” Holovaty also accused officials responsible to Acting 


Prime Minister Vasy! Durdynets of blocking an anti-corruption campaig®. 


З Durdynets has recently criticized Holovaty for failing to fight corruption: 


There was no immediate comment from Kuchma. 


ht | re 
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Uncertainty surrounds 
Sea Breeze exercise 


(JF Monitor)—Late next month, U.S. Ma- 
rines from the Sixth Fleet who are participat- 
ing in the NATO-sponsored “Sea Breeze-97”" 
exercise will either storm ashore on the 
Crimean Peninsula, or near Odesa. Or they 
might just sit tight on their ships. 

Ukrainian and American officials alike have 
been giving conflicting versions of just how 
the assault landing phase-of this exercise is 
going to unfold. 

On July 4 Ukrainian officials were said to 
be having second thoughts about the land- 
based portion of the maneuvers and some 
Western agencies even reported that it would 
be canceled. 

This was confirmed by a Sixth Fleet spokes- 
man but then was denied by the Pentagon. 
Some sources suggested that the landings 
would be moved to a training site near Odesa 
— a location previously used by exercising 
U.S. Marines. 

On July 7 a Ukrainian military spokesman 
confirmed that the Marines would indeed land 
on the Crimean coast, “but only in order to 


Udovenko holds 
talks with 
Armenia, Georgia 


(RFE/RL)—Foreign Minister Hennadiy 
Udovenko held talks in Yerevan on 1! July 
with his Armenian counterpart, Alexander 
Arzoumanian, and with President Levon Ter- 
Petrossyan, Armenian and Russian agencies 
reported. 

Udovenko called for increased bilateral and 
tril eral economic cooperation, with Russia 
as the third partner, and undertook to support 
Armenia’s stated wish to participate in the 
TRASECA transport project. 

He also expressed support for proposals by 
the Organization for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe’s Minsk group aimed at resolv- 
ing the Karabakh conflict. 

Also on July 11, Udovenko met with Geor- 
gian Foreign Minister Ітакії Menagharishvili 
and President Eduard Shevardnadze in Tbilisi. 

He assured them that Kyiv still backs 
Georgia’s claim to part of the Black Sea fleet, 
according to ITAR-TASS., 

Interfax quoted Udovenko as telling jour- 
nalists that Russia should continue to play the 
key role in mediating a settlement of the 
Abkhaz conflict, but ITAR-TASS quoted the 
Georgian presidential press service as saying 
Ukraine wished to participate in a proposed 
Peace conference on Abkhazia convened by 
Western states. 

Udovenko said Ukraine is prepared to pro- 
vide a contingent of peacekeeping forces to 
serve in Abkhazia under UN auspices if the 


Security Council decides to deploy such a 
force. 


French urge reforms 


(RFE/RL)—French President Jacques 
Chirac told his Ukrainian counterpart, 
Leonid Kuchma, in Madrid on July 9 that 
Ukraine must speed up economic reforms 
if it wants more international financial 
aid. 

Reuters quoted an unnamed French of- 


ficial as saying that Kuchma appealed to 


Chirac to support Ukraine’s drive for IMF 
loans. 


Chirac praised Ukraine’s recent set- 
ting of disputes with Russia and outlined 
Steps Ukraine needed to take to win fur- 
ther Wester financial backing, includ- 
Ng Speeding up privatization and intro- 


do reconnaissance, to examine the coast.” The 
next day the same spokesman repeated that 
the exercise would take place as planned near 
Yevpatoria on the Crimean Peninsula, but 
added that “changes in the program...are not 
ruled out.” Specifically, he said that some of 
the training may take place in the Odesa re- 
gion. 

Concemed that the scenario of Sea Breeze- 
97 isa thinly veiled rehearsal for NATO forces 
to reinforce Ukraine in the event of Russian 
aggression or a Russian-sponsored uprising 
by anti-Ukrainian forces in Crimea, the Rus- 
sian Navy has turned down a Ukrainian invi- 
tation to take part in the maneuvers. 

The exercise has been a favorite target for 
Russian politicians and pro-Russian groups 
in Crimea. NATO marines coming ashore 
along the Crimean coast could be seen as 
waving a red flag at these forces. The Ukrai- 
nians seem to be setting the stage for moving 
this most visible irritant to a less provocative 
location. 


the alliance. 


Rada rejects ban on NATO training 


(RFE/RL/JF Monitor)—The Ukrainian 
parliament on July 15 rejected a motion by 
left-wing factions to ban NATO training on 
Ukrainian territory later this year. The mo- 
tion was introduced by the Communist, 
Socialist and Agrarian factions. 

The Sea Breeze exercises are scheduled 
at the end of August off Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula with the participation of 20 ships 
and 300 marines from the United States, 
Ukraine, Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece, Italy, 
Romania and Georgia. 

The left-wing factions claimed that the 
exercises, as well as an earlier training ex- 
ercise this month, were unconstitutional. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Hennadiy 
Udovenko assured deputies that the exer- 
cises did not run counter to the Ukrainian 
constitution. Udovenko said that the fact 
that Kyiv had not applied to join NATO did 
not mean that it should not cooperate with 


Defense Minister Olexander Kuzmuk 
told deputies that all NATO training exer- 
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cises were financed by the alliance and they 
were peacekeeping in nature. 

The bills would have prohibited the hold- 
ing in Ukraine of military exercises spon- 
sored by NATO or conducted by units of 
NATO member countries with Ukrainian 
units. 

An alternative bill submitted by parlia- 
ment chairman Oleksandr Moroz, which 
also failed, would have required parliamen- 
tary approval of the upcoming U.S.-Ukrai- 
nian Sea Breeze-97 exercise. 

Communist party leader Petro 
Symonenko and others proposed impeach- 
ment proceedings against President Leonid 
Kuchma for having signed the NATO- 
Ukraine partnership charter. 

Kyiv Communists picketed the parlia- 
ment building under anti-Western slogans 
during the debate inside. On the same day, 
Presiden: Leonid Kuchma told military 
academy graduates that “the expanding 
cooperation with NATO significantly 

strengthens Ukraine’s security.” 


New technological advances allow anyone to 


COMMUNICATE FLUENTLY IN 
_ UKRAINIAN EVEN IF YOU | 
DON'T KNOW A SINGLE WORD! 


introducing Pars/U™ - a revolutionary new “automatic 
| translation” software package with the ability to take a 
| letter, document, legal contract, newspaper article, chart, 
| diagram, etc. in Ukrainian and produce ап excellent 
| quality translation into English or vice versa, from 
| English into: Ukrainian, taking into account all the struc- 
| tural, morphological, syntactic and semantic differences 
| existing between Ukrainian and English languages. 


| PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATION QUALITY 
YET FAST AND VERY EASY TO USE 


| The Natural Language Link™ system used in the develop- 
| ment of this program is considered to be the most tech- 
| nologically advanced context-sensitive process of con 
| verting text from one entirely structurally different lan- 
guage to another, in way that professional interpreters 
| and translators are trained to do. Pars/U™ took the 
| process of computer-aided translation to a totally new 
| level. All this is done with a speed of 10 000 words per 
| minute and the program is incredibly simple to use! 
| Already relied upon by hundreds of Ukrainian and 
| North American corporations, institutions and indi- 
viduals, government agencies in Ukraine and North 
| America and a number of Ukrainian embassies. 


IF NEEDED, “READS” UKRAINIAN TO PRE- 
PARE TEXT FOR THE TRANSLATION STAGE 


| Another important aspect of the Computer Translation 

Package is its FineReader program invoked if the user 
| needs a translation of a document not available as a 
text file, but only as a “hard copy” (on a sheet of paper). 
| The program allows the user to either scan or even 
fax the Ukrainian or English document to have it 
| automatically “read” and converted into a usable for- 
| mat (for example a text file), ready for the translation 
| stage. Fine Reader is used for this task because of its 
distinction of being, by far, the finest in the world Optical 
| Character Recognition (OCR) program for Ukrainian, 

English or mixed Ukrainian/English texts. It can make 
| sure that when the user scans or faxes a document 

into the computer the program accurately, within sec- 
| ends, “reads” and recognizes (even poor quality) 
| Ukrainian & English text and transforms it into a file, 
ready for the translation stage. 


YOUR OWN PERSONAL INTERPRETER 
WHO DOESN’T CHARGE BY THE WORD 
AND EVEN “TYPES” FOR YOU IN UKRAINIAN! 


Your new “personal interpreter" Pars/U™ can be eas- 
| ily installed in your laptop as well. This makes your 
personal interpreter a portable too. Furthermore, the 
| program's OCR module will also save you hours trying 
| to input Ukrainian or English texts into the computer 
| by typing them in - all one has to do is literally press 
one button and the text or charts are scanned or 
faxed into the computer and recognized automatically. 
This Ukrainian or English text can then be manipulated 
| in any way by making changes in the actual text or fonts, 
sizes etc. using any of the many Ukrainian TrueType™ 
fonts included free of charge with the package. 


CAN BE AUTOMATED FURTHER 


б Ukrainian or lish documents are faxed directly 
if Ul ee an or Engl {via the fax-modem) the entire pro- 
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cess is even easier. During the first stage, Fine- 
Reader ensures that the OCR process is performed | 
properly and spellchecks the text to make sure that 
any and all mistakes are eliminated and that the text is 
ready for translation. Then the second stage provides | 
a with a professional translation from Ukrainian to 
English or vice versa. 


“OCR” FOR OTHER LANGUAGES TOO 


FineReader is also available for other languages such | 
as French, German, Russian, Italian and Spanish. For 

each and every language FineReader has a large built-in | 
dictionary which automatically corrects any mistakes | 
which may have been picked up due to illegibility of | 
the original text during the scanning stage. The quality 

of recognition for any of the languages exceeds even the | 
most expensive OCR software (NONE of which, of | 
course, contain Ukrainian). | 


ADDITIONAL FEATURES 


m= Pars/U™ also comes with a full Ukrainian language 
support module allowing you to work in ANY of your fa- | 
vorite Windows applications in Ukrainian! Translation can | 
be obtained right in your word processor by simply high- | 
lighting the text and selecting the “translate” option. | 
= Specialized vocabularies are also available as ad- 
ditional modules 

ть Users can also quickly and easily add their own 
jargon to the program's vocabulary. Onwards, the pro- 
gram will automatically sense which tense of this new 
word or phrase is needed, depending on the context. 
шь The program is easy to use and technical support is 
available from our computer experts if you get stuck. 

=> Pars/U™ is also the most useful educational tool for 
those learning Ukrainian. 


FREE DEMO AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 


Despite many sophisticated features Pars/U™ prices are 
very reasonable. For as little as US$249 (САМ5299) you 
can have the world's first English-Ukrainian/Ukrainian 
automatic translation program in your home or office. 
For more information or to place an order just give us 
a call. We can also send you a free demo along with 
additional information on this state-of-the-art technol- 
ogy already hailed as the “translation tool of the fu- | 
ture” by the hundreds of loyal users of program. | 
Exclusive distributors: Innovative Products & Solutions Inc. 
In the US; 85 River Rock.Dr.,Suite 201, Buffalo, NY 14207 
Canada: 7053 Yonge St.,Suite 102, Thornhill, Ont. ЗТ 2A6 
Toll-free tel. (800)408-1525. Toll-free fax: (800)250-8833 

* All trademarks are property of their respective owners | 
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First well completed 
at Bytkiv field 


(UkrNews)—Calvgary-based Carpatsky Petroleum announced the 
successful completion of the first worked over well No. 475 in the 
Bytkiv field, in Lviv Oblast. which during а 48 hour production test 
produced 120 barrels (16.7 tons) of oil and approximately 700 MCF 
of associated gas. 

The well is currently undergoing pressure build up tests and in a 
few days will be put on commercial production. The oil will be sold 
to the local refinery 2 kilometres away at world prices and the gas to 
Transcarpatgaz the local marketing company for USS$2.35 МСЕ. 

Іл а July 8 press release. the company also announced that has ге- 
ceived conditional approval from the Alberta Stock Exchange to 
change its name from United Kiev Resources. 


Kovalko proposes 
US$3.8 billion in investments 


(InfoBank )}—On July 11. the chairman of the State Committee on Oil & 
Gas and Oil-Refining. Mykhailo Kovalko. proposed four priority invest- 
ment projects to a delegation of Los-Angeles-based Capital Resources 


Corp.. one of the world’s largest investment companies. 

Kovalko proposed investments of USS800 million in modernization of 
Ukrainian refineries. about 51 billion in the development of inland and 
off-shore oi] & gas deposits, over 51 billion in the modernization of oil & 
gas pipelines and over 51 billion for the construction of an oil terminal in 
the port of Pivdennyi and the Odesa-Brody pipeline. 

Capital Resources is estimated to have capital assets of $100 billion. 


Rada delays vote on foreign 
investment amendments 


(InfoBank )}—Parliament debated two draft amendments to the bill cut- 
ling off tax benefits to companies with foreign investors, but delayed vot- 
ing on them, asking proponents of the bill to explain how this will boost 
budgetary revenues. 

The benefits were suspended by Parliament this spring. 

One of the bills was proposed by Parliament’s committee on finance 
and banking, and calls for a five-year extension of exemptions from the 
Value Added Tax for companies with foreign investment which were reg- 
istered before January 1, 1995. The proposals do not cover companies 
that earned income from intermediary activities, auction sales, trade in 
tangible and and intangible assets, lotteries, gambling, as well as from the 
re-sales of goods and services. 

The second draft, submitted by the President, differs from the 
committee's draft in that it proposes to extend income tax benefits to com- 
panies dealing in securities, corporate rights and other kinds of financial 


resources. 


Business Briefs 


Big Mac growing 


(InfoBank)—A McDonalds restaurant, the third one in Kyiv, was 
opened on July 11. Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, McDonalds 
(Ukraine) President Carl Fritz said another five McDonalds restau- 
rants are to be opened in Ukraine by the end of 1997, with the last to 


be opened on December 25 in Dnipropetrovsk. Fritz said three more 
restaurants will be opened in Kyiv and one in Kharkiv. He also said 
that during the first 2.5 months of operation of the first two McDonalds 
attracted 2.5 million customers. 


Kuchma sets up arbitration chamber 
(JF Monitor)—On July 3 President Leonid Kuchma signed a decree 
setting up an arbitration chamber to hear disputes between foreign 
investors and their Ukrainian partners. One third of the chamber’s 
members will be Ukrainian specialists and two thirds will be foreign 
experts resident in Ukraine. The chamber should provide investors 
speedier and fairer resolutions than the court system. 


Japanese interested in Odesa-Brody pipeline 

(InfoBank)—The chairman of Ukraine’s State Committee on Oil & 
Gas and Oil-Refining, Mykhailo Kovalko, and the CIS main director 
of the Japanese Itochu Corp. signed a protocol of intentions to coop- 
erate in the oil and gas sector, July 3. The representatives of the Japa- 
nese corporation expressed interest in an investment project for the 
construction of the new Odesa-Brody oil pipeline and for the mod- 
ernization of Ukrainian refineries. 


Lviv to privatize hotels 
(InfoBank)—Lviv Oblast Council has commissioned the heads of 
Rayon administrations, local councils and local branches of the State 
Property Fund to ensure the privatization of city-owned hotels and 
market places in 1997. The deputies said they want to speed up the 
restructuring of communal property in Lviv Oblast. 
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Nautilus to develop 
Ivano-Frankivsk oilfields 


(UkrNews)}—Regina-based Nautilus Exploration has 
signed an agreement with Ukraine to develop five 
oilfields in Western Ukraine. 

Nautilus president Mike Monea told Ukrainian News 
that his company will be gathering geological data for 
now and the results of that will determine precisely 
which fields Nautilus will be working оп, 

“Until we get confirmation of the reserves, we may 
be lifting fields in and out of the agreement,” he said. 

He added that he hopes to have a more formal docu- 
ment signed this fall. 

“By the time some tax laws are passed in Ukraine 
and by the time (Ukraine's national oil company) 
UkrNafta completes its feasibility study, we hope to 
haye an agreement, probably in September,” he said. 


(UkrNews/InfoBank)—Calgary-based 
TransCanada International Pipelines has commis- 
sioned a feasibility study for the modernization of a 
gas compressor station in Dolyna, Ivano-Franki. sk 
Oblast. 

“What we are doing is an evaluation of the work 
that needs to be done,” Tony McCallum, director of 
public relations for TransCanada told Ukrainian 
News. 

TransCanada signed an agreement of intent to work 
with Ukraine’s UkrGazprom to upgrade and recon- 
struct gas pipelines during the second session of the 
Canada-Ukraine Intergovernmental Economic Com- 
mission in Calgary, June 15. 


TransCanada to do feasibility study on 
upgrading Dolyna compressor station 


Monea said Nautilus expects to spend approximately 
C$3.5 million to get the project started. 

Nautilus signed the agreement during last month’s 
Canada Ukrainian Business Initiative "97 conference 


in Calgary. 
The agreement was signed with UkrNafta, Ukraine's 
State Committee for Oil and Gas and 


МадуітаМаїо СА», Ivano-Frankivsk’s local oil and gas 
company. 

“I was absolutely overwhelmed by the cooperation 
we got during the conference,” said Monea. 


The modernization of the Dolyna gas compressor 
station involves the replacement of five 16-mega- 
watt compressors. 

UkrGazProm estimates that the upgrade of the 
compressor station will cost US$76.3 million, half 
of which would come from TransCanada. 

But McCallum says that figure represents a total 
replacement cost and TransCanada is not yet sure 
whether that will necessary. 

He says the feasibility study should be completed 
within three to four months. 

The Dolyna compressor station is part of the 
Dolyna-Uzhorod gas transmission line. It pumps 
21.45 billion cu.m of natural gas annually. 


New Holland opens service centres in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—An Amsterdam-based company, which 
owns a tractor manufacturing plant in Winnipeg that is 
also working on a Ukraine agreement, on July 8 an- 
nounced the opening of two new service centres in 
Ukraine as 91 twin rotor combine harvesters arrived at 
the port of Mykolayiv. 

“As we expand our presence into the Ukraine, New 
Holland believes the first step is to establish the after- 
sales support system,” Franco Fusignani, New 
Holland’s Vice President, Commercial Operations-Eu- 
rope explained in a company press release. 

“These centres are providing training for the custom- 
ers’ operators and technicians at the time of delivery. 
Initially, our after-sales support is being provided by 
two service centres, consisting of a fully equipped cen- 
tral workshop supported by a fleet of vans for on-site 
service, with full parts availability,” he said. 


“These two centres will support the units we are pres- 
ently importing through the coming harvest season. As 
we expand our service networks, New Holland and JSC 
Ukragrobusiness will expand distribution of New Hol- 
land products.” 

New Holland has imported a total of 116 pre-sold 
combine harvesters into the Ukraine this season. The 
Company expects to import a further 60 units during 
the balance of the year. 

During last month’s visit to Canada former Prime 
Minister Pavlo Lazarenko said he expected а С540 
million deal for the import of New Holland tractors 
from its Winnipeg plant to be finalized soon. A com- 
pany spokesman told Ukrainian News no announce- 
ment has yet been made regarding that project which 
would see 100 Versatile tractors sold. 


Antonov to sell its first An-38 jets this year 


Ukraine’s Antonoy design bureau and plane-maker 
will start selling its new An-38 small passenger jet this 
year, reported Reuters citing a company spokesman, 
July 7. 

Vitaliy Kulakov, Antonoy’s Deputy Marketing Di- 
rector, also said tests on the new An-70 military and 
cargo plane were going well and 20 flights had been 
carried out. 

“Already at least three An-38 planes have been or- 
dered by Russian companies and will be delivered by 
the end of the year. 

“We have orders for two years. Dozens of planes were 
ordered by contract and up to 200 planes will be sold if 
the intentions of carriers become reality,” he said. 

The An-38 can carry 27 passengers or up to 2.5 tons 
of cargo for 900 kilometres without refuelling. It will 
cost US$4.2-4.5 million, less than western-made 
equivalents and the Czech-made L-410 jet. 

Antonoy said in a statement that three other models 
would be produced in addition to the passenger one — 
business, medical and patrol jets. 

Kulakov said the An-38, aimed at replacing the An- 
28, was being produced ata plant in the Russian city of 
Novosibirsk by the Ukrainian-Russian venture 
“Sibirskiye Samolyoty Antonov.” 

Antonov said the new jet was aimed at markets in 


- ny 


Russia and other post-Soviet states as well as Latin 
America, South-East Asia and the Middle East. 

“This plane is quite good for countries with hot cli- 
mates and for mountainous areas. It can land and take 
off at heights of 4,000 metres,” Kulakov said. 

“World estimates say 2,600 planes of such a class 
will be needed in the next 15 years,” Kulakov said. 

“We would be happy to get a quarter or a third of the 
potential orders.” 

An-38 has engines made by U.S. Allied-Signal and 
props from another American company, Hartzell. 


Harvest expected to 
increase 36% 


(Ukraine)—Ukraine’s projected grain crop for 1997 in 
Ukraine will reach over 38 million tons, according 10 
the official forecast by the Ministry of Agriculture ої 
Ukraine, reports Ukrinform. That із 36 percent up from 
last year’s grain crop of 24.57 million tons. The Minis- 
try expects that 34 million tons will be harvested by 
state-run collective farms, including 17.9 million tons 
of wheat and 4 million tons of com. The projected gra!” 
yield per hectare in 1997 is 25.1 centners, compar 
with 19.6 centners last year. As of July 9, over 1 тії" 
lion tons had been harvested. 3 
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Donetsk wins 
World Cities Chess 
Championship 


The all-Grandmaster team from 
Donetsk took only seven minutes to 
become the first winners of the 
World Cities Chess Championships 
in Jakarta, reported Reuters July 14. 

Holding a huge lead going into the 
last round, the Ukrainian team of- 
fered draws after only a handful of 
moves in all four games against Ho 
Chi Minh City and the Vietnamese 
were in no position to refuse. 

"Р am satisfied,” said Ihor 
Novikov, Donetsk’s top player who 
collected the winner’s cheque of 
US$10,000. 

“We had already had too many 
hard matches to be able to play hard 
today. The key match was our win 
over Moscow,” he said. 

Donetsk beat Moscow in the sixth 


round of the tournament and never 
surrendered their lead after that 
match. 

Pre-tournament favourites Mos- 
cow secured silver medals and a 
$7,000 prize with a crushing 3.5-1.5 
win over ninth seeds Depok Beji, 
while a 2-2 draw with the young 
Filipino team from Madaluyung was 
enough to give Tashkent the team 
bronze and $5,000. 

The inaugural World Cities Chess 
Championship featured 30 teams 
from 14 countries. The 1998 World 
Cities Championship will be held in 
Singapore. 


Outschakovy stripped of first place 


Laurent Desbiens of France won the 1! th stage of the Tour de France 
after Ukrainian Serhiy Outschakov, who finished first, was relegated to 
third for not holding his line, reported Reuters, July 16. 

An angry and disappointed Outschakovy, claiming he was far enough 
ahead of Desbiens to invalidate such a ruling, said: “My advantage was 


good.” 

But television replays showed the Ukrainian edging Desbiens, who was 
just behind him, towards the side barriers metres from the line in the final 
sprint of the 192-km stage from Andorra. 

Italian Carlo Finco was given second place. The trio finished 18 sec- 
onds ahead of the chasing pack. 

Jan Ullrich of Germany retained the overall leader’s yellow jersey after 


snatching it in commanding fashion on the 10th-stage final ascent in An- 
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Sports Briefs 


Pintusevich takes two golds 


(UkrNews)—Zhanna Pintusevich paced Ukraine with two gold med- 
als at an international athletics meet held in Sierra Nevada, July 9. 
Pintusevich took first place in the women’s 100-metre race with a 
time of 11.14 seconds. She was ahead of Marina Trandenkova of 
Russia) and Lucrecia Jardim of Portugal. She also won the women’s 
200-metre race with a time of 22.17 second. Again, Trandenkova and 
Jardim were second and third. 


Silver, bronze in hammer throw 
(UkrNews)—Andriy Skyaruk and Oleksa Krykun combined for the 
silver and bronze medals, respectively, in the hammer throw at an an 
іпіетацопа! athletics meeting in Formia, Italy, July, 13. Skvaruk threw 
for 80.26 metres, Krykun for 77.44. Krykun won the silver medal in 
the event at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 


Second in quadruple sculls 
(UkrNews)—Ukraine finished second behind Germany in the 
women’s quadruple sculls of the Rowing World Cup following the 
finals in Lucerne, Switzerland, July 13. The team also finished third 
in men’s quadruple sculls and fifth in men’s double sculls. 


Ukrainian Premier Soccer Division 
Standings July 15th, 1997 


GP W L GF GA 

Shakhtar, Donetsk 
Dynamo, Kyiv 

Vorskla, Poltava 
Dnipro, Dnipropetrovsk 
Prykarpatya, Ivano-Frankivsk 
Karpaty, Lviv 
Zirka, Nibas 
Nyva, Ternopil 
Metalurh, Donetsk 
Kryvbas, Kryviy Rih 
з Borysfen 

огредо, Zaporizhia 
noe Odesa 

аугіа, Simferopol 
Metalurh, izhi 
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Gold deal may fall through 


A multi-million dollar deal between Ukraine and 
Australia’s RGC to develop gold deposits looks likely 
to fall through after they failed to reach a deal forming 
a joint venture, reported Reuters citing an RGC spokes- 
man, July 4. 

“Our view is the project is dead,” John Elder, man- 
ager of the RGC representative office in Kyiv, told the 
British news agency. 

Elder said RGC and the Industry Ministry signed a 
memorandum last year to form a joint venture by early 
June. 

However, before signing, RGC wanted clarification 
of legal matters such as privatization of state assets. 

“The ministry informed us that since the deadline is 
passed it was looking to involve other companies,” 
Elder said. 

“In RGC’s view the deposit was marginal but still 
we would have continued evaluating and forming a 
joint-venture if given the necessary time and neces- 
sary legal guarantees.” 

He also indicated that the company might now pull 
out of Ukraine altogether, saying, “RGC is certainly 
evaluating its options in Ukraine right now. We’ ve spent 
a lot of money on our Ukrainian program.” 

No one was available to comment from the ministry, 
which last year announced a program to develop a gold 
industry by 2001 and had put RGC’s potential invest- 
ment at US$30 million. 

Foreign investors and countries have criticized 
Ukraine for inconsistent and changing laws, high taxes 
and corruption. 

“Ukraine, in terms of investment legislation, mining 


| legislation and bureaucracy is probably at the bottom 


of the list in terms of attractiveness for companies,” 
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Elder said. 

Elder said the company had spent $1 million on the 
gold project and had given the government a $250,000 
“good faith payment” to cover costs of the existing 
Myzhiyevsky operation. 

“A full feasibility study was not completed but a 
large-scale facility like that could have been worth $100 
million. It was possible,” he said. 

He added RGC had spent $1 million on a project in 
1995 to evaluate a tailings deposit for titanium and zir- 
con in western Ukraine’s Zhytomyr region but was later 
turned down by the government. 


Precious metals, 
gems, to become 


property of extractor 


(InfoBank)—On July 15, the Supreme Council of 
Ukraine finally passed the law on state control of ex- 
tracting, utilizing and manufacturing of precious met- 
als and gems, and control over transactions with them. 

Under the new law the precious gems recovered in 
Ukraine will become the property of the company ex- 
tracting them. 

The law also states that purchase of precious metals 
and gems for the state treasury, as well as their sale, 
will be carried out at the market prices existing at the 
time. 

The National Bank is to exercise control over the 
accumulation and utilization of the state’s gold reserves, 
and the Ministry of Finance over the State Reserve of 
precious metals. The state bodies of the standard of 
fineness reporting to the Ministry of Finance are to 
control the quality of jewelry. 
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Ukraine, Moldova, Romania 
launch regional project — 


ebruary a igus delegation 
Hryshchenko, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Irania ропи the possibility of pur 


the same visit, it was proposed that Iran invest fin the cons| 
a the new Odesa-Brody oil pipeline. і " 


of oil from Iran for the needs of the desa Oil Refining ен 
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(JF Monitor)—Presidents Leonid Kuchma of 
Ukraine, Petru Lucinschi of Moldova, and Emil 
Constantinescu of Romania conferred on July 3-4 in 
the Ukrainian city of Izmail, situated on the Danube 
near the point where the three countries’ borders inter- 
sect. The city and surrounding area — in multiethnic 
southern Bessarabia — have changed hands repeatedly 
during modern history. 

The three presidents signed a joint declaration and 
documents launching 11 initiatives. They include: in- 
stituting regular meetings of the three countries’ presi- 
dents at least once a year, and periodic meetings of the 
prime ministers and foreign ministers; coordination and 
mutual support in the three countries’ relations with 
European institutions; mutual exchanges of informa- 
tion regarding the protection of ethnic minority rights; 
a free economic zone, centered on the Danubian ports 
Reni (Ukraine), Giurgiulesti (Moldova), and Galati 
(Romania); construction of additional border-crossing 
points and simplification of border-crossing procedures; 
and cooperation in combating cross-border crime on 
the state-to-state and region-to-region level. 

The three presidents also agreed to create a Lower 
Danube Euroregion and an Upper Prut Euroregion, each 
to encompass the border districts of the three coun- 
tries. The Upper Prut region is to center on the once- 
Austrian area of Bukovyna, which is currently divided 
between Ukraine and Romania. The presidents will 
jointly approach European and international organiza- 
tions to help fund projects within these Euroregions. 
In this connection, they also agreed to create a Ger- 
man-Ukrainian-Romanian university in Bukovyna’s 
capital, Chernivtsi with Austrian and German assis- 
tance. The city, known as Czernowitz under Austrian 
rule until 1918, was the site of Europe’s easternmost 
German university. 

The three presidents observed that their countries’ 
decision to cooperate “in a region considered until re- 
cently a potential source of conflict reflects our recog- 


nition of the priority of European values.” U.S. vice- 
president Al Gore, co-chairman with Kuchma of the 
U.S.-Ukrainian interstate cooperation commission 
(Kuchma-Gore commission), telephoned Kuchma in 
Izmail to congratulate the three leaders. Gore stated 
that the Izmail meeting and its decisions represent not 
only an initiative for functional cooperation among 
neighbors, but also “a significant contribution to Euro- 
pean security.” 


Romanian judges 
challenge treaty 
with Ukraine 


(RFE/RL/JF Monitor)—Half of the judges serving 
on Romania’s Supreme Court have challenged the treaty 
signed with Ukraine in an appeal to the Constitutional 
Court. 

RFE/RL’s Bucharest bureau reported on July 15 that 
the 17 judges say the treaty violates the country’s con- 
Stitution, which stipulates its territory is “indivisible.” 

A spokesman for the Constitutional Court told 
Reuters the challenge is likely to be rejected by the 
court because it was submitted after President Emil 
Constantinescu promulgated the treaty following rati- 
fication by the parliament. у 

A week earlier, the Romanian Senate on July 8 rati- 
fied the treaty of good-neighborly relations with 
Ukraine by a vote of 65 to 50, with 3 abstentions. 

Some Senators of the pro-Western, ruling Democratic 
Convention joined the leftist opposition in voting 
against the treaty. 

Critics object mainly to the recognition of the Ro- 
manian-Ukrainian border in the treaty, which was 
signed on June 2 by Presidents Leonid Kuchma and 


Emil Constantinescu and ratified by Romania’s Cham- 
ber of Deputies on June 26. 
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